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Students and employees 
celebrate the new season 
with Spring Jam 
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Ryan Corson. 


By JASON JOAQUIN 
Sports Editor 


NECC showed its amazing 
pitching strength last week by 
throwing three straight no-hitters . 

Pitchers Matt Maguire, Tom 
Lorette, Ryan Mooradian and 
Richard Hendgen combined for the 
impressive accomplishment. 

"Everything was very excit- 
ing," said Assistant Coach Ray 
McDonald. "Plenty of balls got hit, 
we got around the basepaths and 
put up plenty of runs in support of 
them.” 

The first of the three came on 
April 18 against Gateway. Ryan 
Mooradian and Richard Hendgen 
combined for the 16-1 victory. 

"We don't talk about it much,” 
said McDonald. "I don't think any 
of us realized it. I didn’t think 
about checking it until we were 
getting toward the end of the 
game." 

The second no-hitter came in 
game one of a doubleheader 
against Holyoke on April 19. Matt 
Maguire rung up twelve strikeouts 
and walked three. 

The third came later that day in 
game two. Tom Lorette struck out 


Courtesy photo 


Top row from left, pitchers Matt Maguire, Tom Lorette, Ryan 
Mooradian and Richard Hedgen all threw in the three consecu- 
tive no-hitters for NECC. On the other end of those pitches 
were catchers, from bottom left, Shane Parker Ryan Ricci and 


12 and was a hit batsman away 
from a perfect game. Both were 8- 
0 victories. 

"Matt Maguire was throwing 
BBs (strikes)," said Head Coach 
Kerry Quinlan. "He was on. We 
didn’t even think about the next 
one with Tom Lorette.” 

Sports Illustrated, Collegiate 
Baseball Magazine and Baseball 
America are going to run some- 
thing on the streak, Quinlan said. 

The NJCAA sends press releas- 
es to places like SI and ESPN when 
something like this happens. Even 
with that, both coaches believe this 
team should be getting more press, 
especially locally. 

"We really don't feel like we 
get the coverage and respect," said 
McDonald. "The Tribune should be 
here writing about this. You see 
more high school coverage than 
you do about four separate pitchers 
that throw three no hitters back to 
back to back.". 

"We don't need publicity," 
added Quinlan. "We know how 
good we are. We're on a mission 
and our game speaks for our- 
selves." 

McDonald believes that 


° 
See No Hitters, page 14 


Another guard quits 
under suspicions he 
stole money 


By David WILLIS 
Editor 


An NECC security guard was 
recently let go by Eagle Security for 
striking a member of the Northern 
Essex faculty, while another quit 
under suspicions he had_ stolen 
money from a professor’s office, 
according to chief of NECC security 
Glen Beal. 

These events put into focus the 
problems that the lack of training and 
pay the guards recieve, according to 
NECC professor Mark Palermo. 

“It’s a very unfortunate situa- 
tion,” Beal said. 

While declining to give the exact 
date, Beal said in the past three weeks 
an altercation took place between one 
of his security guards and NECC 
ESL professor Paul Bamburger at the 
Lawrence campus. The altercation 
resulted in physical contact and led to 
the guard being released from his job. 

“He (Bamburger) took offense to 
being questioned by a lowly security 
guard,” Beal stated. 


for hitting professor 


He explained the guard was mak- 
ing his rounds at the Lawrence cam- 
pus when he saw an unidentified man 
in one of the smart classrooms. 

The guard, whose identification 
was withheld by Beal, entered the 
room and asked for Bamburger’s col- 
lege ID, since, Beal explained, no one 
is allowed in the 


smart class- 
rooms when 
class is not in 
session due to These 


recent thefts of 
an overhead pro- 
jector and other 
equiptment. 

Beal said 
Bamburger 
would not show 
his ID and told 
the guard to 
leave the room. He then pointed 
towards the door, again gesturing for 
the guard to leave. 

When he did that, the guard got 
defensive and slapped Bamburger’s 
hand away. At that point, the guard 
left the room. 

“I can see where it could have 
happened,” Beal said. “But it should 
not have.” 

NECC vice president of adminis- 
tration Mark Andrews explained that 


into 
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incidents call 
question 
amount of training the 


guards receive. 
—Mark Palermo 


the contact with the faculty member 
called for the guard to be immediate- 
ly released from his job. 

“We have zero tolerance for any 
contact, incidental or not,” Andrews 
stated. 

Bamburger could not be reached 
for comment on this matter. 

Beal was 
quick to point 
out that this 
guard = was 
not technical- 
ly fired, since 
there is a 90- 
day period in 
which a 
guard can be 
released from 


the 


his job for 
any reason. 
This guard 


was in that 90-day trial period. 

This incident came only a few 
months after a guard quit after being 
suspected of stealing money from the 
offices of professors in the theater 
department, Beal said. 

“It was one of those things you 
know but you can’t prove,” Beal 
stated. 

In December at least two mem- 
bers of the faculty reported money 


See Security, page 5 


Student Senate feels proud 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


After a year in which they raised 
money for the college and donated 
food and presents to local charities. 
NECC Student Senate President 
Danielle Jackson and advisor and 
coordinator of student activities Dina 
Brown said they were very happy 
with what they accomplished 

They also stated they were look- 
ing to make changes to help future 
student senate members. 

“We got a lot done this semester 
even though we were a small group. 
We're pretty excited about what we 


got done,” Jackson said. 

One of the achievements Jackson 
said she is proud of is changing the 
future running terms of student in the 
senate from one year to one semester. 
She feels this shorter amount of time 
will help alleviate the pressure of stu- 
dent course-loads on those involved 
as well as give them more down 
time, 

“Students now have the opportu- 
nity to run for student senate for only 
a semester,” explained Jackson. “It 
will help put pressure off running 
students who are taking many classes 
at the same time.” 

Jackson also hopes the work her 
group accomplished will serve as a 


guide to future members and inspire 
them to do further succeed. 

“We really want to show students 
what we did and get new students to 
get involved,” added Jackson. 
“We've organized so many projects 
and activities. So much that we’ve 
left blueprints for new people com- 
Hopefully, there will be a 
good new team coming in.” 

Brown congratulated the group 
for the they raised in 
fundraisers and the impact that they 
made on rewriting the student senate 
bylaws and constitution. 

“They have been incredible, raise 


ins n 


money 


See Senate, page 6 
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Why people worry + 


about security 


Isn’t it ironic that in the post-9/11 
times, when Americans want as much 
security as possible, security at NECC 
seems to be an afterthought. 

Now to be fair, no major incidents 
have occurred on the NECC campus- 
es in years. No one has been killed or 
raped, and there have been very few 
assaults. 

But when it comes down to it, 
does anyone really feel safe with 
Eagle Security as the force protecting 
NECC? 

In the past few weeks, a guard hit 
a faculty member, and in December a 
guard quit after being suspected of 
stealing money from the offices of 
professors. 

Those issues are only examples of 
what every student knows: security 
does very little. 

Just a few weeks ago at the NECC 
Battle of the Bands, a student’s wind- 
shield was broken outside of the 
Student Center and security couldn’t 
do anything because no one saw any- 
thing. 

Now here’s the question, why 
wasn’t there anyone stationed out 
there? 

It is not uncommon to see a guard 
smoking a cigarette on duty or sleep- 
ing while they are supposed to be 
watching over the security office. 

To be fair, this cannot be blamed 
completely on the guards themselves. 

According to NECC professor 
Mark Palermo, NECC security guards 
make an average hourly wage of $7 
per hour, and their schedules are con- 


structed so that they cannot get over- 
time pay. 

So, if a full-time guard works an 
eight-hour day and a 40-hour week, 
he or she will make $14,560 per year. 

A person cannot live off that 
money. These guards are expected to 
work a full-time schedule, but they 
aren’t getting paid to do a full-time 
job. 

Palermo also questioned the train- 
ing the guards receive. 

His opinion, which seems to make 
a lot of sense, was that more is not 
always better. He suggested if the col- 
lege were to employ fewer guards but 
paid them more, it would lead to a 
much happier security force. 

“The company doesn’t seem to 
understand that less guards and a little 
more pay, training and support would 
make a big difference,” Palermo said. 

That seems to make sense, 
because it is painfully obvious the 


guards are less than interested most of 


the time. 

Not to mention that, for the most 
part, quality guards would be scared 
away by the idea of making only 
$14,560. Isn’t quality the most impor- 
tant part about security? 

Now, it would be unrealistic to 
ask NECC to get their own police 
force like that of Boston College or 
many other college campuses. But it 
would be nice to think that security is 
concerned about the safety of the col- 
lege. 

So it does seem ironic that in an 
age when it takes hours to get through 
airport security and backpacks are 
prohibited at ballgames, NECC does 
not seem to have an emphasis on qual- 
ity security. 
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What do you think of a 
statewide ban on smoking in all 
restaurants and bars? 


Matt Cedrone, Psychology 
“Tam a smoker, but I have no 
problem banning it in restaurants. 


I am not a fan of eating a hamburger 


with second-hand smoke.” 


Roberto Cancel, Computer Science 


“] don’t care because I don’t smoke.” 


Tim Parthum, Sound recording tech 
“Having a smoking section in a bar 
is like having a peeing section in a 
pool. It doesn’t make sense.” 


Photos/ Interviews by Kelly Fitzgerald 


Louis Posin, Broadcast Journalism 
“I’m not really a smoker, but if 1 was 
out at a bar, I'd be dissapointed if I 


couldn’t smoke. In_ restaurants, 
families go there, so I can under- 
stand it. But in a bar, people just go 
there to sit back and relax.” 


Tim Stitham, Liberal arts 

“I think it’s good to ban it in certain 
parts of restaurants, but it should be 
your choice if you want to be in a 
place where you can smoke.” 


Maureen Marinelli, instructor of 
television production 

“I'd be in favor of it. I don’t know 
many people that smoke anymore. So 
it doesn’t seem like a huge issue.” 
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Massachusetts smoking ban won’t 
stop the smoker from lighting up 


Massachusetts trying 
to ban smoking in all 
restaurants and bars 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 


Opinion Editor 

On a Friday 
night, nothing 
wraps up a week 
better than a 
strong mixed 
drink, a few 
good friends 


and a smooth 
cigarette in our 
favorite bar. But 
pretty soon, only two_out of three of 
these things will be allowed. 
Massachusetts is trying hard to ban 
smoking in all restaurants and bars 
statewide. 

Last year, Boston banned smok- 
ing in over two thousand places 
where food and drinks were served. 
Fines of up to $1000 could be given 
for breaking these laws. 

This rule could be a double- 
edged sword to owners of restaurants 
and bars. While the air the employ- 


ees breath is getting a little clearer, 
the money and customers they bring 
is going down. 

So many places nowadays are 
smoke free, and even most restau- 
rants only allow smoking in the bar 
area. It didn’t seem like all that long 
ago when restaurants had separate 
smoking and non-smoking sections. 

Now this is a rarity. This I can 
almost understand, because even I, 
the “social” smoker, don’t want to 
breathe cigarette smoke while I’m 
eating. 

In a bar it’s different. Sitting 
around drinking and puffing away on 
a cigarette is a typical sight in almost 
any bar. For the grouchy non-smoker 
it’s seems like common sense. The 
simple answer is, “Just walk away.” 

If you sit next to someone that is 


smoking at a bar, get up and sit 
somewhere else. But in going to a bar 
it should seem obvious it’s going to 
be loud and smoky. 

Okay, sure it’s unhealthy. But 
isn’t it also unhealthy to sit in a bar 
and drink until] you fall over? 

So why don’t we just start using 
prohibition again? Prohibition in the 
1920’s just caused more drinking and 
crime, the exact things that it was 
supposed to stop. It’s just proof tak- 
ing something away from the public 
will just cause them to want it more 
and more until things get out of con- 
trol. 

I think it is fair to say smokers 
aren’t going to go away. No matter 
how far the smoking bans go or what 
the rules say, a smoker will still find 
a way to light up. 


———_¢¢6—____——_ 


Okay, sure it’s unhealthy. But isn’t it 
also unhealthy to sit in a bar and drink 


until you fall over? 


Look at good old NECC for 
example. “No smoking” signs are 
posted in the areas most people 
smoke in. Nothing is enforced. 

These people are outside in the 
open air so why should it matter? The 
only outside place the smoking ban 
should be enforced is a gas station for 


: Cie Se 
an i at ie cee 


Kelly Fitzgerald photo 


obvious reasons. 

All the unhealthy things in the 
world can be taken away, like smok- 
ing, drinking and supersize fries. But 
the greedy consumer will always find 
a way to get what they want. 


More security in Lawrence makes 
things safer but upsets students 


BY FELICIA PADILLA 
Staff Columnist 


The Lawrence campus has suf- 
fered a few burglaries in a short time. 
For that reason the security has been- 
forced to prevent more crime. 

Therefore, student IDs have to be 
showed before students use the com- 
puter lab on this campus. 

Computers and some other items 
were discovered to be missing from 
the computer lab in the building on 
Franklin St. Security guards are now 
checking to see people who have the 
proper student identification to use 
any items in this lab. 

NECC Vice President of 
Administration Mark J. Andrews 
said, “Students are required to have 
their student IDs when they are going 
to use the computer lab because of 
the inconvenience that they had.” 
They have to see who is using the 
lab. Andrews also stated they are 
using the best technology and the 
best man-power to preserve the col- 
lege safety. 

“If the students see that the IDs 
are checked it is because we want to 
provide a safe environment for stu- 
dents and we want the students to 
have the best equipment at the lab.” 


Andrews added. 

They do not know who stole the 
equipment, and for this reason, they 
want to know who is in the lab. 

The director of client-computing, 
Nancy E. Moran said the best way to 
prove people belong to the college is 
to show an ID. 

“If the students do not have the 
ID with them, they can go to the reg- 
istrar’s office to get a class schedule 
that they will be happy to print one 
out and then the students can bring it 
upstairs and show it to the security 
guards,” Moran explained. 

Some of students expressed some 
dissatisfaction when they ask for ID 
because some times they do not have 
the ID with them or they are in a rush 
to get to their classes. 

Business transfer Gleny Vargas 
said “I couldn’t get into the comput- 
er lab because I didn’t have the ID or 
even my schedule. So I couldn’t do 
my work, because if I were to go to 
the front desk, | would be late for my 
classes.” 

Matthew Murray, criminal jus- 
tice major says he does not like it 
because it is not easy to get an ID. 
Some have to make an appointment 
and wait a week to get it and some- 
times the hours they have are not 
convenient for their schedules. Also, 
every time students loose the ID, 
they have to pay 5 dollars. 

“I think they should do some- 
thing else, because if I don’t bring 
my ID, I cannot do work in my free 
time and they should lower the price 
for it,” Murray said. 

Angel Gil, criminal justice major 
added, “I feel upset, because every 
time that I go to the lab, a security 
guard asks me for a ID, so I don’t like 


too much security. But in some ways, 
it is good, because the campus and us 
can be more safe.” 

Stephen Ringuette, another crim- 
inal justice major stated, “They are 
taking this a little too far. If they are 
going to make you show an ID for 
one room, why not others?” 

Emy Maltaes, business manag- 
ment major said, “I have been here 
for three years and everybody knows 
me, so why do I have to show an ID. 
I'm upset.” 

“] understand why they’re doing 
that, because | know that it is for our 
security. But it bothers me and I hope 
that it is not forever,” criminal justice 
major Marilyn Figueroa expressed. 

“We are looking for students and 
staff to cooperate with us,” Andrews 

said. 


Pi Sean os] 


El campus the Lawrence a sufri- 
do unos cuantos robos en un corto 
tiempo, al resultado the esto la sug- 
uridad a sido reforsada para prevenir 
mas crimenes. Por lo tanto los estu- 
diante tenien que presentar sus carnet 
antes de usar el lab de computadora 
en este campus. 

Computadoras en otros articulos 
fueron descubierto desaparesido de 
el lab de computadora en el edificio 
de la calle Franklin. Por lo tanto los 
gurdia de seguridad estan chequian- 
do las personas que tengan su apropi- 
ado carnet para que puedan usar esta 
area. 

E] vice presidente de arministra- 
cion de NECC Mark J. Andrews’s 
dijo que los estudiantes se le requere 


tener un carnet con ellos mientras se 
encuentren en el campus Porque han 
visto algunos encobenientes. Por lo 
tanto ellos tienen que estar seguro 
quien esta usando el lab. Andrews 
tambien dijo que ellos estan usando 
la major tacnologia para preservar el 
collegio sin peligro de cualquiera 
ladrones. “Si los estudiantes ven que 
loss us indentificationes so chegiada 
es porque nosotros queremos 
provenir un anbiente libre de peligro 
para los estudiantes y nosotros quer- 
emos que los estudiantes tengan los 
mejores equipos en el lab de com- 
putadora.” Andrews dijo. 

La directora de comutadoras 
client Nancy E. Moran dijo que la 
major manera de probar que una per- 
sona pertenese al colegio es tu 
ensefiar sus carnet de 

indentificasion. “Si los estudi- 
antes no tienen el carnet con ellos, 
ellos pueden ir ala aficina de registra- 
cion para conseguir sus horario de 
clases que ellos estaran felizes de 
imprimirlo en ellos pueden llevarlo 
con ellos para ensefiarlo al guardian 
de seguridad.” Moran explico. 

Algunos studiantes se han 
expressado un poco desastifecho 
cuando le 

preguntan por el carnet porque 
algunas bases ellos no lo caigan con 
ellos en ellos estan apurado par ir a 
sus clases come lo expreso business 
transfer, Gleny Vargas “Yo no pude 
entrar en e lab de computadora 
porque yo no tenia me carnet y ni 
tampoco me horario de clases con 
migo por lo tanto no puede hacer me 
trabajo porque si hubiese ido al offic- 
ina de registracion yo hubiera llega- 
do tarde para mis clases.” 

Matthew Marry justicia criminal 


dijo que a el no le gusta porque es no 
facir conseguir un carnet porque tu 
tiene que hacer una sita en esperar 
por la otra semana para conseguirlo y 
algunas beses las horas que ellos 
tienen es no conveniente para nuestro 
horario. Tambien cada vez que se 
pierda el carnet ten los estudiantes 
tienen que pagar 5 pesos. “Yo pienso 
que ellos tienen que hacer algo 
porque si yo no tengo mi carnet, yo 
no podre hacer mi trabajo en mi teim- 
po libre y ellos pudieran bajarle el 
presio.” Murray dijo. 

Angel Gil justicia criminal dijo 
“yo me siento un poco digustado 
porque cada vez que yo boy al lab el 
guardia de seguridad me pregunta 
por mi carnet a mi no me gusta tamta 
seguridad, pero por otro lado es 
bueno porque el campus y nosotros 
estamos mas seguro.” 

Stephen Ringuette justicia crimi- 
nal dijo “Ellos se estan hiendo un 
poco lejo, si ellos te hacen que les 
esefie un carnet por un salon porque 
no por los otros.” 

Emy Maltaes manejo de negacio 
dijo “ Yo he estado aqui por tres afios 
y casi to me conosen porque yo tengo 
que ensefiar mi carnet. Me siento un 
poco digustada.” 

“Yo entiendo por que ello lo 
hacen porque yo se que es por nues- 
tra seguridad, pero me molesta yo 
espero que esto no sea para siempre.” 
Justicia criminal Marilyn Figueroa 
expreso.”nosotros buscamos estudi- 
ante y empleados que coperen con 
nosotros.” Andrews dijo 
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Media conglomerates could easily 
influence the news of its consumers 


By JESSICA CAMPBELL 
Contributing Reporter 


Imagine living in an apartment 
barren except for a single mattress 
and a television that records every 
movement and facial expression 
made. Imagine walking to work, 
where your job is to destroy the truth 
about actual events and people, under 
the constant eye of hidden surveil- 
lance cameras. 

During the time when the threat 
of communism was at its height, 
author George Orwell published 
“1984,” a dystopian novel which 
demonstrates the life of a country 
completely overrun by its govern- 
ment. 

In our society, seven domineer- 
ing media conglomerates serve as a 
parallel to Orwell’s warped form of 
government. In the United States, 
AOL Time Warner, Viacom, Disney, 
News Corporation, AT&T, General 
Electric and Sony are the seven 
multi-billion dollar corporations that 
control the release and filtration of 
news to their consumers. Each of 
these corporations have billions of 
dollars worth of holdings in the film, 
internet, music, television and publi- 
cation industries. 

Although the power the media 
conglomerates have over our society 
is not nearly as extreme as the gov- 
ernment’s in “1984,” it is the same 


principle in the respect these corpo- 
rations control what information is 
fed to us. We should all be aware of 
the power these companies have, 
especially with the up and coming 
presidential election this year. 

In an article called “Taming the 
TV Giants,” written during the con- 
troversial period when AOL and 
Time Warner and CBS 
and Viacom were merg- 
ing together, the author 
Stephen Brill makes an 
interesting analogy. 

“Imagine a_ large 
city with only one movie 
theatre. The theatre 
owner would have all 
the leverage in bargain- 
ing with a movie studio 
over showing the stu- 
dio’s movies, because it 
wouldn’t have to worry about its cus- 
tomers going elsewhere to see a bet- 
ter movie.” 

In other words, if AOL Time 
Warner and Viacom, the two largest 
media conglomerates which generate 
$165 billion and $50 billion, respec- 
tively, merged together, they would 
monopolize nearly all of the cable 
networks found on television, includ- 
ing two prominent news. stations 
CBS and CNN. 

This may not seem like a huge 
deal to the untrained ear, but if one 
corporation owned two of the most 
watched news stations, they could 


easily manipulate their consumers. 
For instance, just in time for the 
2004 election campaign, the former 
White House antiterrorism adminis- 
trator Richard Clarke published 
through Free Press a book titled 
“Against All Enemies.” Clarke also 
gave an exclusive interview on “60 
Minutes” with Leslye Stahl. 
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Questioning your news sources is the 
greatest defense from being 
manipulated by the influential and 
domineering media corporations. 


Coincidentally or not, CBS and 
Free Press, a branch of Simon and 
Schuster, are both owned by Viacom. 
Merely speculation, but with the 
release of Clarke’s book and _ his 
interview with CBS, it’s hard not to 
question the power Viacom corporate 
heads have in potentially influencing 
their consumers’ political viewpoints 
to coincide with their own. 

According to a commentary post- 
ed by David Nieporent on the web- 
site http://www.oobleck.com/toll- 
booth/archives/001699.html on 
01/29/2004, Nieporent reported with 
help from the website www.opense- 


New book adds fuel to an 
already fiery campaign issue 


Woodward’ new book accuses Bush of 
having a secret plan to lower gas prices, 
but Kerry isnt so innocent either 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 
Opinion Editor 


Gas prices are at an all time high 
nationally. The energy department 
said the national average is $1.81 a 
gallon for regular, a 30-cent increase 
so far this year. 

So who can we blame for these 
outrageous prices? President Bush of 
course! He has a secret deal with 
Saudi Arabia to increase oil produc- 
tion right before the election to lower 
gas prices. This statement is from an 
account in Bob Woodward’s new 
book “Plan of Attack”. 

Woodward believes gas prices 
are linked to the election. Saudi 
Ambassador Prince Bandar Bin 
Sultan has promised the president to 
lower oil prices before the November 
vote, this reported on common 
dreams newscenter. 

The Saudis have denied this 
report, and Whitehouse spokesman 
Dan Bartlett told CNN “There is no 
secret deal.” Although just prior to 
Bartlett’s _ statement, another 
Whitehouse spokesman, Scott 
McClellan did not directly answer 14 
questions by reporters about whether 
such a deal existed. 

“We've made our views very 
clear that prices should be deter- 
mined by market forces, and we are 
always in close contact with produc- 
ers around the world on these issues 


to make sure that actions aren’t taken 
that harm our consumers or harm our 
economy,” McClellan said. 

John Kerry isn’t happy about 
these “secret deals.” While cam- 
paigning in Florida on April 19, he 
took the chance to attack President 
Bush. 

“If... it is true that gas supplies 
and prices in America are tied to the 


finally broke. 

Years upon years later, he is still 
remembered for that. The point is he 
has the credibility, and he has no rea- 
son to start making up stories now. 

On the otherhand there is the fact 
John Kerry supported a 50 cent gas 
tax. Like a recent Bush ad says, 
“Some people have wacky ideas like 
taxing gasoline more, so people 
drive less. That’s John Kerry.” 

Now the image of John Kerry as 
a tax raiser seems to have sunk in. 58 
percent of Americans polled by 
Gallup think John Kerry would raise 
their taxes, reported by the Atlantic 
online. 


| 


He (Bush) has a secret deal with Saudi 
Arabia to increase oil production right 
before the election to lower gas prices 


American election, tied to a secret 
White House deal, that is outrageous 
and unacceptable to the American 
people.” 

The controversy surrounding the 
reports in Woodward’s book could 
help the Kerry campaign. How could 
it not? Bob Woodward has made a 
name for himself as a respected jour- 
nalist. He was part of the team that 
brought down Nixon in_ the 
Watergate scandal in the 1970's. At 
the time, Woodward was a struggling 
journalist with no real experience 
Most took his stories of Whitehouse 
corruption as lies, until the truth 


The two candidates are just 
going to fight back and forth, and it 
seems unlikely the gas prices will be 
going down anytime soon. The gas 
prices will definitely be an important 
issue in the upcoming election. 

The summer time is coming 
quick, and with the nice weather 
comes the usually high gas prices. 
This year the prices will just be a lit- 
tle higher. More people will be trav- 
eling and it is doubtful they will can- 
cel their plans because of the extra 
cost of gas. The American traveler 
will just have to dig a little deeper to 
fill their tanks. 


crets.org once the Viacom and CBS 
merge took place, it was reported 60 
percent ($24,900) of the corpora- 
tion’s “soft money” contributions 
went to the Democratic Party, leav- 
ing the Republican Party’ with 
$41,405 worth of contributions. 

However, before the merge took 
place, the donation difference was 
much _ larger. 
Looking at 
more than one 
election cycle, 
the website 
reported in 
2002 Viacom 
and its sub- 
sidiaries gave 
$19,000 to the 
Republicans 
and $1.3 mil- 
lion to the 
Democrats. 

That’s a HUGE difference, and 
with these numbers it’s pretty safe to 
assume Viacom is partial to the 
Democratic Party. 

People sometimes forget the 
businesses in charge of relaying news 
do not always have the consumer’s 
best interest at heart. They are first 
and foremost a business, and the 
main purpose of any industry is to 
generate revenue. With that in mind, 
these media mergers can be held 
responsible for the potential lack of 
ethical and objective journalism pro- 


duced. 


In another response to the media 
mergers four years ago, Brill points 
out in an article, “The Mega 
Threats,” the “bigger these conglom- 
erates get, the less important their 
journalism gets and the more vulner- 
able that journalism becomes to the 
conglomerate’s other interests over 
the long term.” 

So, if Viacom and its units 
decide to support one presidential 
candidate over another this year, the 
news filtered through their holdings 
could and probably will be slanted 
towards their favored candidate. 
Where is the objectivity in that? 

Instead of immediately accepting 
the news relayed without questioning 
the source, or the objectivity of the 
businesses releasing the information, 
we need to become more aware of 
where our information is coming 
from. The one difference between 
Orwell’s proletariats and our society 
is, we have the right and the respon- 
sibility to question and demand the 
truth from the gatekeepers of infor- 
mation. 

Questioning your news sources is 
the greatest defense from being 
manipulated by the influential and 
dominating media corporations. 

For more information on the sta- 
tistics of media conglomerates in the 
United States, go to 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/fron 
tline/shows/cool/giants/ 


Baos 


Dear Babs, 

Since I was a senior in High 
School I been very close with this 
girl. | am a 19-year-old male and 
she is an 18-year-old female who is 
a year behind me in school. We 
went to the prom together and have 
had some romantic moments, but it 
was more. We have just been very 
close friends that were each other’s 
strongest emotional support. 

A few months ago she got a 
new boyfriend who is a real jerk. 
He is quite controlling of her and is 
quite intimidated by me because 
there is such a strong attachment 
between me and his new girl. She 
has always lacked self-confidence, 
so she is easily controlled by this 
guy, who she sees as the only guy 
who will ever go for her. 

He will not let her talk to me 
much and we almost never get to 
see each other anymore. This was 
not helped by the two times | met 
her boyfriend, because we have had 
a few words which almost come to 
blows. Only my maturity stopped 
us from fighting. 

This is weird for the two of us, 
who were very close and there was 
always a spark between us. But I’m 
afraid if I tell her what I think of 
him, there will more weirdness 
between us. 

What should I do? 

-Frustrated and a little alone. 


Need some advice? 
Please send your letters 


Or drop off letters at the Obsé 
Student Center. 


Dear Frustrated and a little 
alone, 

You have a couple of options 
in this situation. First, tell her how 
you feel about HER. It’s possible 
that it will make things uncomfort- 
able for you at first if she doesn’t 
return the same feelings. But 
wouldn’t you rather know than go 
the rest of your life wondering what 
might have been if only you would 
of spoken up? 

Maybe she feels the same way 
but is afraid like you. I’m sure you 
could work things out if you are 
good friends like you've 
described. 

Your other option is to just 
leave things the way they are. The 
one thing that you shouldn’t do is 
criticize the boyfriend to her. If you 
tell her you don’t like the 
boyfriend, or everything that is bad 
about him, she’s apt to stay away 
from you for the mere fact she real- 
ly doesn’t want to hear anything 
bad about her choice of men. 

More than likely, she realizes 
all these issues about him. So 
you're not telling her something 
she doesn’t already know. If you do 
decide not to tell her your true feel- 
ings, then all you can do is support 
her through this latest man. Even if 
you don’t like him. I'll go with that 
old cliché: boyfriends/girlfriends 
come and go, but true friends last 


er@ nece,mass.edu 
F-129, Behrakis 


We'll make sure Babs gets them, oe “as 
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Club brings traffic issue to State House 


Contemporary Affairs 
Club takes traffic 
light issue to Boston 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


The NECC Contemporary Affairs 
Club took a trip to the Massachusetts 
State House to help further their 
attempts to get a traffic light installed 
at the much-publicized 1-496 Route 
110 intersection outside of NECC. 

“It went very well,” said NECC 
Professor Stephen Russell, the club 
adviser. “I think we got a lot accom- 
plished.” 

According to Russell, on April 13 
the club traveled to the State House in 
Boston to present local legislators the 
petition which had been circulated 
through NECC on March 26 and 29 
and was signed by 350 NECC stu- 
dents and employees. 

The trip included a number of 
Affairs Club members, including 
president Danielle Allin and Andrea 
Rosetto, the person who has been 
heading up the traffic light project. 
Russell and NECC vice president of 
administration Mark Andrews also 
attended. 


Security guard let go after 
altercation with professor 


Continrued from page | 


stolen from their offices. 

Because the money was being 
stolen during the night, Beal said 
security determined it could only 
be a few people, and it was likely 
the guard who was on duty during 
those nights, one of which was 
Decs22. 

After failing to catch him in 
the act, Beal stat- 
ed his department 
brought the 
guard, whose 
identitywas also 
withheld, into the 
office for ques- 
tioning. 

Beal stated 
that during ques- 
tioning the guard 


became very 
aggravated and 
nervous, but 


claimed to be innocent. After fur- 
ther questioning, the guard quit. 

It was explained by Beal that 
no charges could be brought 
against the guard because no 
physical evidence was ever found 
to prove his guilt, but he had little 
doubt that the guard was the thief. 

Andrews was not as confident 
as Beal that they knew who was 
guilty, saying that the guard may 
have quit after being offended by 
the questioning. 

“We have no proof that it is 
security,” Andrew stated. “The 
matter is now closed.” 

He said there is no longer an 
investigation because the thefts 


Russell explained the major goal 
of the club was to get the petition to 
state Senator Steven Baddour, the 
Chairperson of the Mass. 
Transportation Commission. They felt 
since he is the head of the commis- 
sion, Baddour was the most likely to 
get the project in motion. 

“He’s in a good position to make 
a difference,” Russell stated of 
Baddour, who has visited the NECC 
campus many times over the past few 
years. 

The club unfortunately was not 
able to meet with Baddour personally, 
but they did present the petition to his 
assistant Angela Lee. 

Rosetto explained Lee accepted 
the petition and said she would give it 
to Baddour. She also suggested the 
group involve the surrounding com- 
munity, including homes and _busi- 
nesses into the effort, not just the col- 
lege. 

She added the road affects the 
whole community, not just the col- 
lege, so it is of great importance to 
show that the entire area is for the 
plan. 

“We need to do more activism to 
get the plan more attention,” Russell 
explained. 

The group then met with other 
state politicians, including Reps. 
Harriett Stanley and Brian Dempsey, 


have stopped and those that had 
the money stolen were reimbursed 
and were satisfied he said. 

None of those involved 
returned interview requests. 

Andrews said he is very happy 
with the way the matters were 
handled by Beal and the security 
force. 

He also stated that he is very 
happy with the performance of 


ee eal 


He took offense to being questioned 
by a lowly security guard. 


—Glen Beal 


Eagle Security since it has been at 
NECC. 

“Security goes out of its way 
to protect students and employees 
of the college,” Andrews stated. 
“They are excellent at trying to be 
sensitive to our faculty and staff.” 

He continued to say that he 
commonly receives compliments 
on the performance of security, 
and hears very few complaints. 

These incidents did, however, 
concern Palermo, who said that 
they suggest inadequate prepara- 
tion of security. 

“These incidents call into 
question the amount of training 
the guards receive, as well as the 


quality of the people that are 
available if all they pay is seven 
bucks an hour,” Palermo said. He 
suggested that if the company 
were to pay the guards more, even 
at the cost of employing fewer, 
training and support would be 
much better. 

Beal attributed the altercation 
between the guard and Bamburger 
to the recent security changes at 


smart rooms are locked up after 
class, but Bamburger was able to 
enter through the door that con- 
nected it to the next room. 

Eagle Security was hired in 
2001 after coming in as the lowest 
bidder of all the companies which 
wanted the contract. 

Their bid of $425,000, as 
reported by the Observer in 2000 
was much lower than the business 
they 
Merrimack Valley Guard Service. 

Eagle Security came under 
fire in 2002 when it was found it 
was not keeping a proper security 
log, as is mandated by the state. 
That has since been dealt with. 


Russell said. He mentioned they gave 
the legislators copies of the petition 
with the original going to Baddour. 

After meeting with the politicians, 
Andrews stated the Contemporary 
Affairs Club was able to get down on 
the house floor while the Legislature 
was in session and sit in on the meet- 
ing. He said that, as is customary for 
visitors, the club got a large ovation 
from the House, many of which stood 
and cheered. 

Andrews added they next were 
able to go into the Senate’s chamber 
and watch them in session. 

“You have to be there working 
your issue,” Russell said. 

Andrews stated the trip was good 
because it always helps politicians to 
see the people who are involved. 
Russell said sending a piece of paper 
with signatures is good, but for them 
to see the faces of those who are fight- 
ing for the change make a big differ- 
ence. 

Russell also mentioned it helped 
the students see that the governmental 
process is made up of people, not a 
faceless robot as it often seems. 

Rosetto explained that, from what 
they learned from the trip, the club has 
been working on a plan to approach 
the community. He said the group 
wants to get copies of the intersection 
improvement plan that was requested 


the Lawrence cam- 
pus. 

He explained that 
since the equiptment 
thefts neither stu- 
dents nor professors 
are permitted in 
smart classrooms 
when class is not in 
session, and must 
show identification 
to.enter the computer 
labs. 

Beal said that the 


replaced, MVGS, _ or 


———_Fe—_____ 


We need to do more activism to get the 
plan more attention. 


—Prof. Stephen Russell 


by the college in 2002. 

He added they would like to dis- 
tribute the plan to homes and busi- 
nesses near the intersection, and along 
with a letter that can be signed if they 
support the plan. 

Rosetto stated they will go house 
to house collecting the pages, and says 
this is a good idea, because he does 
not favor showing up at houses and 
asking people about a plan they know 
nothing about. 

He also said he plans to distribute 
copies of the Observer to show what 
the group has done to help the plan. 

Andrews also added it will be 
increasingly important to get the city 
of Haverhill involved and get them to 
show support. 

He stated it is the city’s job to get 
attention drawn to the intersection, 
and it needs to do all it can to get the 
improvement made. 

“The student’s participation has 


been instrumental,” Andrews said. 

This action was part of the ongo- 
ing mission of the Contemporary 
Affairs Club to get a traffic light 
installed at the 1-495 Route 110 exit 
on Amesbury Road outside of 
Northern Essex. 

This was the site of the accident 
on Nov. 5, 2003 that killed Lynne 
Brackett after NECC student Joshua 
Dallal hit her car. 


Even before that accident, 
Andrew stated the college had 


requested a plan for the intersection to 
be improved, which was completed in 
2003. However, this was never put 
into effect, because the state must han- 
dle all highway improvements and 
only improves those that are at the top 
of the Mass. Transportation 
Improvement Plan. This plan ranks 
the top 50 most dangerous intersec- 
tion in the state. This intersection does 
not yet rank high enough. 


If you have petitioned 
to-graduate, your name will be on 
a special commemorative T-shirt! 


T-shirts - white with royal blue lettering - will feature all the 
names of those graduates of August 2003, January 2004 and 


May 2004, They make a great graduation keepsake or gift. 


$10 each - Sizes L & XL only 


Quantities Limited! 


PAY by check or money order - send to NECC Alumni Office with 


name/address/phone/shirt size - OR 
CREDIT CARD orders may be called in to 978-556-3623 


PICK UP T-Shirts during final’s week in the Registrar's Office 


or in the Alumni Office, room A301 
T-Shirts will ALSO BE AVAILABLE at graduation 


Proceeds benefit Alumni sponsored student scholarships 
For more information call 978-556-3623 
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One-Act Plays are 
this weekend 


The student directed One- 
Act plays will be performed in 
the Top Notch Theater this 
weekend. Performanes will take 
place on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday nights, April 30 and 
May 1-2, at 8 p.m. 

Admission is $10 for adults 
and $8 for students and seniors. 

The event is part of the 
series sponsored by the Liberal 
Arts Revitalization Committee 
at NECC. 


NECC Observer editor 
David Willis receives 
national recognition 


David Willis, editor of the 
NECC Observer, has been named 
Leader of the Student Press in 
North America by the Associated 
Collegiate 
Press, the 
nation’s largest 
and oldest stu- 
dent media 
organization. 

Willis was 
recognized for 
his journalistic 
achievement 
and outstanding ability. 

Willis, of Merrimac, will grad- 
uate this spring with an Associate’s 
Degree in Journalism from NECC. 

This is the first year the ACP 
has bestowed the individual award 
on student journalists. Earlier this 
year, the Observer was a national 
finalist for the ACP’s Pacemaker 
award. 


Bricks for alumni 
walkway on sale 
until April 30 


If you’ve ever contemplated 
purchasing a brick to be placed on 
the Alumni walkway outside of the 
Bentley Library, the time to act is 
now. Final orders will be taken 
through this Friday, April 30. 

Each brick costs $50, and can 
have up to 3 lines of inscription (15 
spaces maximum per line). 

Please contact the Alumni 
Office at x 3623 if you have any 
questions. 


Bookstore will buy 
back books May 4-10 


The NECC Bookstore will be 
buying back textbooks from May 
4-10. 

According to the campus 
bookstore, selling books back dur- 
ing finals week is the best way to 
get the most money back on text- 
books. 

Many textbooks will receive a 
return of half, including some 
going to new edition. Students are 
urged to sell back their books as 
soon as possible. 


Does your campus organiza- 
tion or office have something to 
announce in Campus Briefs? 
Please email information to 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
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NECC student’s windshield 
destroyed and money 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


All right guys, this is going to be 
the last security log, seeing as the 
spring semester is almost over, 


During April, not much happened 
security-wise. A water main broke 
in front of the student center early 
in the month. Many items were 
found along campus, such as check- 
books, wallets, pocketbooks and 
more. 

Towards the end of the month, a 
student reported a broken car win- 
dow to Eagle security after being 
involved in a quarrel with people 
from the Battle of the Bands concert 
in the cafeteria Aoril 17 A few days 
after, another student reported blow- 
ing their tires after hitting a pot hole 
on an exit road. 


Money was found as well along 
campus. $25 were found in the B- 
building on April 22. 

The following information was 
obtained from the campus security 
office: 


4/9/04: A water main broke in 
front of the student center. A cell- 
phone was found and its owner was 
notified. 


4/14/04: A checkbook and wallet 
were found and their owners were 
informed. Glasses Were also found. 


Senate President loo 
at group’s accomplis 


Continrued from page | 


ing thousands of dollars in 
fundraisers, its amazing,” expressed 
Brown. “The group was very active 
and involved. They helped rewrite 
the club bylaws and constitution. 
They made it so more students will 
have the chance this coming year and 
in the future to come join the senate.” 

This past fall the organization 
conducted 
donations. 


fundraisers and made 

They raised nearly 11 boxes of 
canned goods and donated them to 
the Emmaus House Family Shelter. 
In addition, the Senate organized a 
raffle of 28 items donated from local 
businesses to raise more than $1,000. 
They used this money to help pur- 
chase toys for children who were vic- 
The toys 
Women’s 


tims of domestic abuse. 
the 

Inc. that serves 

locally Haverhill and Lawrence. 


were donated to 


Resource Center, 


In the spring semester, the senate 
conducted a fundraiser, which is cur- 
rently in progress. 

They are still selling water bot- 
tles, which say “Satisfy Your Thirst 
For Knowledge” and are adorned 
with NECC logos. The money raised 
will be given to purchase children’s 


A gift is also being presented by 
the Senate to the NECC Haverhill 
campus. This gift will be seating for 
the entryway in the C-building and 
decorative elements in an effort to 
make the building more welcoming 
to students. 

Jackson said that she is unsure if 


(> 


We got a lot done this semester even 
though we were a small group. We’re 
pretty excited about what we got done. 


-Danielle Jackson 


books and support literacy. 

The group also is donating to 
NECC as well this spring semester. 
They are donating $500 in the form 
of two scholarships, with each worth 
$250. 


she will be returning as president of 
the Student Senate next semester. 

“| did the Leadership Program 
for a year,” stated Jackson. “We'll 
see where it goes from here on.” 

Jackson is double majoring at 


found 


4/15/04: A pocketbook left on a 
bench in front of the C-building was 
found. Lost items such as a cell- 
phone and silver bracelet were 
reported to security. 


4/17/04: Student reports car 
window broken after he had an 
altercation at the Battle of the Bands 
in the cafeteria. 


4/22/04: A student reports blown 
tires after hitting a pot hole on an 
exit road. $25 were found in the B- 
building. 


back 
ents 


NECC with the programs of 
Accounting and Business 
Management. She plans on taking 
additional summer courses following 
the end of the current semester and 
more this fall. 

Doing this Jackson plans on 
transferring to the University of 
Southern New Hampshire as a 
senior, having to take only one year 
of classes there. 

Jackson added Student Senate 
elections for the fall semester would 
be taking place in the coming weeks 
at NECC. 

“Anyone interested in running 
for the fall should take advantage of 
this. Petitions to run for the Senate 
are due by May 4, and elections will 
take place starting on May 5. 


Why to register for classes early 


Advanced registration 
for classes offered 
through May 3 


By SEAN DOYLE 
Contributing Reporter 


Each semester, Northern Essex 
Community College offers students 
an opportunity to register early for 
the next semester’s courses. 

This time period, which is called 
advanced registration, generally lasts 
for approximately one month. 

This program is designed to pro- 
vide returning NECC students the 
chance to get the classes they want 
and the time periods which fit their 
schedules best. 

Advanced Registration, which 
starts in April and runs through May 
3 this semester seems to be well- 


liked with students. 

NECC student Peter Callahan of 
Methuen said he has taken advantage 
of this program. 

“There are many reasons for reg- 
istering early. You have the ease and 
ability to register at the Admissions 
office. You’re guaranteed the avail- 
ability of courses you need to meet 
your core requirements 
for an 


adjustments. Once they have settled 
on the courses, the student is then 
able to register at the Admissions 
office. 

“This gives you the ability to 
really think of courses you will be 
taking and to alter courses if you 
choose to before the semester 
begins,” added Callahan. “Your class 


average.” 

Despite the apparent advantage 
of the Advanced Registration pro- 
gram, many students don’t seem to 
utilize it. A quick survey of five stu- 
dents yielded none who chose to reg- 
ister early. All preferred to use the 
One-Stop Registration program, cit- 
ing a lack of time as the major reason 

in their deci- 


Associate’s —_—__—_—_—_ ¢ 6 sion. 
degree,” said Callahan. Callahan, 
Taking part in though, is a 


advanced registration is 
a simple process. 

After deciding 
which courses they 
might want to take, stu- 
dents then set up an 
appointment with their 
faculty adviser. At this 
time, the student and their advisor 
discuss the classes, determine 
whether they meet the student’s aca- 
demic needs and make any necessary 


i<) 


There are many reasons for registering 
early. You have the ease and ability to 
register at the Admissions office. 
-Peter Callahan 


advisor can analyze the courses you 
have selected and better advise you 
on your courses and your academic 
needs to enhance your grade point 


strong support- 
er of Advanced 
Registration. 

“The major 
advantage is 
that you can 
concentrate on 
getting those 
courses you need for your major 
course of study and take the courses 
that will help you in the future,” he 
said. 
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Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Huge throngs march on 


Washington to support 
abortion rights 
WASHINGTON (AP) 


Abortion-rights supporters marched 
in huge numbers last Sunday, 
roused in this election year by what 
they see as an erosion of reproduc- 

‘ , tive freedoms 
Wend: 6.0 
President 
Bush and for- 
eign policies 
. they say hurt 
women 
worldwide. 
Political agi- 
tation — suf- 
fused the 
gathering of 
hundreds of 
thousands. Their target: Bush, like- 
minded officials in federal and state 
government and religious conserva- 
tives. 

Women joined the protest from 
across the nation and from nearly 
60 countries, asserting that damage 
from Bush's policies is spreading 
far beyond U.S. shores. The rally on 
the National Mall stretched from 
the base of the U.S. Capitol about a 
mile back to the Washington 
Monument. Various police sources 
unofficially estimated the throng at 
between 500,000 and 800,000 
strong, which would exceed the 
estimated 500,000 who protested 
for abortion rights in 1992. 


Mass. justices warned 
not to discriminate 
against gay marriages 


BOXBORO, Mass. (AP) 
Gov. Mitt Romney's top legal 
counsel told the state's justices of 
the peace Sunday to resign if they 
are unwilling to preside over 
same-sex marriages beginning 
next month. 

Daniel Winslow said 
Romney expects the justices to 
comply with the law, even though 
the Republican governor opposes 
gay marriage and has sought to 
delay its court-ordered legaliza- 
tion on May 17. 

“Gov. Romney understands 
and respects that people have 
very strong personal views both 
for or against same-gender mar- 
riage,” Winslow told justices 
gathered to learn about the 
impending changes. “But on this 
point, the law is clear.” 


Murder rate on the 
rise in Puerto Rico 


SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
(AP) A man was shot to death in 
San Juan's historic neighborhood 
early Sunday and authorities 
reported two other killings, keep- 
ing Puerto Rico’s homicide rate 
well ahead of last year's, police 
said. 

The killings raise the number 
of killings in this U.S. Caribbean 
territory to 271 since January, 22 
more compared to the same peri- 
| od last year, police said. 


UMass-Amherst works to avoid 
decline in minority enrollment 


AMHERST, Mass. (AP) 
University of | Massachusetts- 
Amherst officials predict there will 
be no drop in minority enrollment, 
largely because of a $300,000 
increase in its admissions office bud- 
get to send recruiters to more high 
schools across the country. 

Michael Gargano Jr., vice chan- 
cellor for student affairs, said that 
because of increased national recruit- 
ing and more applications reviewers, 
about the same number of black stu- 
dents and American Indian students 
applied to the university’s flagship 
campus this year as last, and the 
number of Hispanic applicants was 
up 20 percent. 

The step-up in recruiting and 
other measures were taken a year 
after the U.S. Supreme Court struck 
down the minority admissions sys- 
tem UMass and other schools around 
the country used to give minority 
applicants a boost in the admissions 


process, 

“Basically, the Supreme Court 
said, ‘We don’t care how much 
(diversity) costs; if you care about it, 
find a way to do it’,” Julie Peterson, a 
spokeswoman for the University of 
Michigan, the defendant in the 
Supreme Court, told The Boston 
Globe in an interview published on 
last week. 

A Michigan spokeswoman said 
last week that it was too early to pre- 
dict the diversity of the school’s 
incoming class, although Michigan 
increased spending on admissions 
and recruiting by $1.8 million. 

About 18,000 students applied to 
UMass-Amherst, roughly 10 percent 
more than last year, and 14,000 were 
accepted. The school hopes to enroll 
4,200 freshmen, of whom about 700 
are minority students. 

“T would consider it a success,” 
Gargano said of the expanded admis- 
sions program. “We were confident 


of our strategies, but you never know 
until you get the applications.” 

Until last year, UMass-Amherst 
was one of several schools nation- 
wide that used a numerical advantage 
based on race. Applicant groups 
receiving points included veterans, 
poor students and those who showed 
leadership qualities. Minorities were 
granted an extra half-point out of 
possible 10 points. 

The Supreme Court ruled last 
June that while minority admissions 
preferences were legal, the race- 
based point system was not. 

Recruiting costs are expected to 
increase again next year, Gargano 
said. With the university unlikely to 
receive more state money and with 
further budget cuts possible, UMass 
leaders may need to find money else- 
where in the budget to continue pay- 
ing for the new admissions system. 


Police arrest 16 at start of 
UConn’s Spring Weekend 


STORRS, Conn. (AP) Police and 
officials at the University of 
Connecticut were cautiously opti- 
mistic Friday after a relatively trou- 
ble-free start to the school’s Spring 
Weekend of partying. 

State and university police offi- 
cers made 16 arrests on Thursday 
night and into Friday morning when 
thousands of University of 
Connecticut students and others gath- 
ered for parties at off-campus apart- 
ments. 

Those arrested were charged with 
breach of peace, fireworks and pos- 
session of alcohol by a minor. 

Sgt. J. Paul Vance, a state police 
spokesman, said he was very pleased 
with how the majority of the crowd 
behaved. 

“The offenses were pretty minor 
on Thursday,” Vance said. I have to 
give credit where it’s due. Those kids 


and their visitors behaved fantastical- 
ly.” 

More off campus parties were 
scheduled Friday. Residents were 
required to show ID to get past police 
road blocks. 

Spring Weekend is scheduled to 
continue through Saturday night with 
a campus concert, headlined by rap- 
pers Ludacris and Kanye West, fol- 
lowed by a party at the “ X-lot” park- 
ing lot on campus. 

University officials hoped to 
avoid a repeat of three weeks ago, 
when UConn students overturned 
cars and set bonfires while celebrat- 
ing two national championships. 
Police arrested 60 people, including 
at least 23 students. 

About 300 to 400 state troopers 
were set to assist university police 
throughout the weekend, Vance said. 

In preparation for Spring 


Students receive 
Social Science awards 


History and 
Government Dept. 
presents awards 


Five local students received 
Social Science awards at a lun- 


cheon ceremony held on April 28 at 
Northern Essex Community 
College. 


The History and Government 
Department presented four awards. 

Caroline Gathembe, a Business 
Transfer major from _ Dracut, 
received a Writing Award in History 
for an extra credit paper she pro- 
duced about immigration in the 
United States. 

Benjamin Patterson, a Liberal 
Arts major from West Boxford, and 
Zona Sullivan, a Liberal Arts major 
from Lawrence, each received 


Writing Awards for interpretive 
essays they authored that employed 
insights from literature to provide a 
deeper understanding of history. 

John Ryan Thomas, a Business 
Transfer major from Merrimac, 
received a Writing Award in History 
for an exam essay he wrote about 
how life had changed for a 
Merrimack Valley family between 
1870 and 1945. 

The Behavioral Sciences 
Department presented one award. 
Melissa Paulson, a Liberal Arts 
major from Amesbury, received an 
award for Outstanding Research 


Paper. 
The faculty of the Behavioral 
Science and History and 


Government Departments congrat- 
ulate all the award winners for their 
fine work. 


Weekend, Vice President for Student 
Affairs John Saddlemire sent out a 
letter to students explaining how they 
will be punished if they violate the 
conduct code or are arrested. 

Severe violations will lead to sus- 
pension or expulsion from the uni- 
versity, he said. 

The university planned several 
on-campus events, such as carnivals 
and volleyball played in mud, to keep 
students from heading to parties. It 
also sent out letters to colleges and 
high schools in Connecticut, and col- 
leges in Massachusetts and Rhode 
Island, asking them to program 
events during the weekend to keep 
their students from crashing the 
UConn celebration. 

UConn has offered to share arrest 
reports with any of the area schools, 
Saddlemire said. 


°,@2@ 
Writing Awards 
e 
ceremony 1S 
e e 
this Friday 

The English Department will 
host the Spring 2004 Writing 
Awards program this Friday, April 
30 at noon in Lecture Hall A in 
Spurk Building. 

The entire college community is 
invited to this special event, which 
has grown in popularity and draws a 
crowd of nearly standing room only. 

Students nominated for writing 
awards will be honored for their 
excellent writing produced in 
English Composition I and II class- 
es. 

Some selected essays will be 
read aloud and each honoree will be 
presented with a certificate of 
accomplishment. 

The top essay writers will 
receive NECC scholarships and 
Barnes & Noble gift certificate. 

The English Department 
encourages everyone to come honor 
the outstanding writers at NECC. 


World News 


~ ~ 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


At ‘town meeting’ 
Iraqis complain US 
has too much power 


BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) Iraqi 
citizens barraged their U.S.-picked 
leaders with concerns over U.S. 
domination over Iraq at an open 
forum last Sunday, saying they 
feel Washington holds too much 
power and will continue to after 
the creation of a new government 
June 30. 

“During the rule of the former 
regime, the order was do what the 
leader says and don't argue. Today 
the rule is, do what the White 
House says whether you argue or 
not,” Salam al-Nasiri, a Baghdad 
Shiite, told a panel from the Iraqi 
Governing Council. 

“Maybe you should direct this 
question to George Bush,” panel 
member Mahmoud Othman 
shrugged in reply. 

He and two other council 
members appeared before a forum 
of about 100 Baghdad residents at 
the Convention Center, a huge 
building inside the “Green 
Zone”complex housing the head- 
quarters of the U.S.-led coalition. 

The three introduced the town 
hall-style meeting by speaking 
about the interim constitution 
adopted March 8. But the first 
man to raise his hand had other 
concerns: Who will dominate the 
next government, Americans or 
Iraqis? 


North Korea accuses 
US of planning attack 


SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 
North Korea accused Washington 
of preparing an attack, citing the 
U.S. military's plans to move 
from an outpost along the tense 
Korean border this year. 

Pyongyang also warned that 
it would review parts of the 
armistice that ended the Korean 
War five decades ago because of 
the U.S. plans. 

The turnover of Observation 
Post Ouellette would mean U.S. 
troops would no longer be 
responsible for patrolling the 
heavily fortified buffer area, 
called the Demilitarized Zone. 

The United States has said it 
will hand over the duties to South 
Korea, which has a 600,000- 
member force facing off North 
Korea's armed forces, the world's 
fifth- largest with 1.1 million sol- 
diers. 


British protesters 
throw garbarge at 


French far-right leader 

MANCHESTER, | England 
(AP) Angry demonstrators emp- 
tied a garbage can on the car of 
French far-right leader Jean- 
Marie Le Pen on Sunday after he 
spoke in support of the anti- 
immigration British National 
Party. 

Shouting “Nazi scum, off our 
streets!” about 100 demonstrators 
slowed Le Pen's car as he tried to 
leave a hotel in Altrincham on the 
outskirts of the northern city of 
Manchester. 
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Fun and games rocked the Sports and 
Fitness Center for Spring Jam 2004 


There were plenty of 
activities during this 
spring time event 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


There are not many things that can 
make a large group of NECC students 
put off going home and stay at the col- 
lege for the fun of it. But once again a 
large portion of the NECC community 
crowded into the Sports and Fitness 
Center for NECC Spring Jam 2004. 

“| like it a lot,” said NECC student 
Rebecca Flanders. “It takes the stress 
away from classes.” 

Games, activities and free stuff 
were all available for those in atten- 
dance, all to the tune of summer 
music, such as The Beach Boys. 

The most attractive activity was 
The Neurotic Numbers Negotiator, 
played by NECC’s Bruce Potter. 

Clad in a purple wizard robe and 
hat, standing in his own booth, the 
Negotiator amazed NECC students 
and employees with his skills in the 
world of numbers. 

“I pick numbers you don’t know 
you know and tell you that you know 
them,” Potter joked. 

He claimed to be able to guess a 
person’s age or tell them what number 
he or she was thinking and was even 
correct a few times. 

His favorite trick was when he 
asked a volunteer to pick a number 
between one and 244 and with the use 
of his handy number charts and cards 
was able to tell what that person had 
picked. A pair of fluffy dice was also a 


part of his mesmerizing act. 

The Negotiator also said he could 
pick the winning lottery numbers for 
that day, but explained he would not 
promise they would be correct. 

“| think it’s quite interesting,” 
NECC student Jim Murphy said. “It’s 
amazing he can tell me what number I 
thought of.” 

Using his props and special pow- 
ers, Potter was able to pick what num- 
bers people were thinking, much to the 
amazement of those who were 
involved. 

Near by the Negotiator was the 
less magical but still popular tempo- 
rary ‘Hennu” tattoos. 

Artist Joshua Madraga of Fun 
Enterprises had the job of painting tat- 
toos of Chinese markings, animals and 
symbols on the bodies of many NECC 
students. 

He explained they last about two 
weeks ,because the material dyes the 
person’s skin. 

He mentioned they are called 
Hennu Tattoos because they are made 
from a material called Hennu. 

“It’s pretty popular at the beach 
and fairs,” Madraga said. 

If students were more in the mood 
to draw rather than be drawn on they 
had the option of painting flowerpots. 

Under the shade of an inflatable 
palm tree, many students decorated the 
pots with paint, sprinkles, beads and 
other materials such as plastic hearts 
and stars. 

The students could also decorate 
plastic visors they could wear when 
out in the sun. All of this was of course 
free. 

Other events were a caricature 
artist and an absurdly frustrating game 


From left to right, Claudia Hilton, Mike Reys, Kaidian Ricketts and Casandra Close paint visors 
and flower pots. 


that involved throwing a ping-pong 
ball into a coffee can. There was a 
prize for a person who put it in. But 
very few were able to come even 
close. 

Also available were spin-art nov- 
elty flying disks, which were spun 
around on a device while the person 
threw paint on it. Students could also 
have their picture taken and inserted 
into a key chain. 

What would an event be without 
snacks, and there were plenty for the 
NECC community to enjoy. The most 
popular was the yogurt bar, which 
sported a number of flavors and top- 


pings. Also available were healthy 
snacks such as bananas and peanut 
butter. 

But this day was not all fun and 
games, as there were also displays and 
a contest meant to teach students 
about good health. 

Doreen Brothers of Health and 
Wellness ran a contest where students 
could guess the fat calories of a 
dessert, and if they guessed how much 
more or less it was than the one next to 
it, they won that treat. 

Brothers said students 
amazed at how high some desserts 
were and how much more they were 


were 


than different ones. 

Also on display were tips on sun 
care and safe sex. Flyers on how to 
avoid things like skin cancer by reduc- 
ing exposure to the sun were given out 
along with information on other aller- 
gies that show up in the summer. 

Safe sex was also an issue, as con- 
doms were given out along with infor- 
mational packets. 

Free first-aid kits were also given 
out, and there was a display on how to 
keep your home safe. 

“We are doing a lot to help with 
first aid,” said Donna Montalbano, the 
coordinator of student health services. 


The International Food Festival draws in a huge crowd 
of hungry students and staff for a taste of culture 


A variety of food 
from seven different 
countries was served 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Features Editor 


lhe International Food Festival 
was a huge success, with the A and 
B Conference center in the library 
filled with students and staff as they 
sat down to enjoy food from nine 
different countries. 

The conference center was 
filled from top to bottom with inter- 
national décor, such as flags repre- 


senting different countries set at the 
On the 


There were 


centerpiece of each table. 
walls were more flags 
also little globe keychains on every 
table. 

Food is a sure-fire way to attract 
people to an event. The main pur- 
pose for this festival is to increase 
the awareness of different cultures 
to NECC’s college life 

“The Merrimac Valley is very 
culturally rich, and we want to try 
to get people to try food from dif- 
said Assistant 
Coordinator of College Life and 
Healthy Living Olien Lu. 
are often afraid to try something 
new, and in this setting there’s noth- 
ing to be scared of.” 


ferent cultures,” 


“People 


ne 


The Merrimac Valley is very culturally 
rich, and we want to try to get people to 
try food from different cultures 


—Olien Lu 


Lu represented the Vietnamese 
portion of the International Food 


Festival with a full presentation of 


Vietnamese food. 

Representing the Puerto Rican 
food was Maria Hom, who is origi- 
nally from Puerto Rico. She had in 
front of her five different dishes of 
popular Puerto Rican food.This 
included such items as alcapurrias, 
a beef-filled fried breaded finger 
food, pastelillos, a circular flour- 
biscuit filled with beef, bacalaitos, 
fried battered cod and two different 
kinds of rice with chicken and veg- 
etables. 

“We bring different food from 
different parts of the world to this 
festival,” said Hom, the administra- 
tor for college life and healthy liv- 
ing 

Over in the French section was 
Dina Brown serving a crowded 
table filled with apricot jam, straw- 
berry jam, freshly-sliced bananas 
and a chocolate and hazelnut sauce. 
Crepes are the French version of 
pancakes. The delicate breakfast 
thinly-cooked 
pancake folded into fourths with the 
chosen filling in the middle. 

“This is a cultural celebration. 
This is a celebration for all the dif- 
ferent cultures at the college. The 


favorite is a very 


David Willis photo 


A buffet table loaded with Vietnamese food, Chinese food, 
Thai food, Mediteranean food and Puerto Rican food. 


festival is open to everyone to join 
in on the celebration of different 
people,” said Dina Brown, the coor- 
dinator of student activities. 
Besides the French, Puerto 
Rican and Vietnamese food, there 
was also food from Italy, China, 


India, the Mediterranean, Thai food 
and Dominican food. 

Much of the food was donated 
by different restaurants from the 
surrounding area. This sets a good 
example of just how culturally rich 
our society is. 
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NECC students show artistic a 


The conference area 
at NECC holds stu- 
dents best work 


By Lisa CopPoLa 
Arts Epiror 


The Bentley Library at NECC 
displayed students’ artwork at its 
annual art show this past Friday from 
4-7 p.m. The organizers of this event 
were Biff Ward, photography teacher 
and advisor; Marc Mannheimer and 
Eleanor Day West, both art and 
design faculty members; and Terry 
Cargan, chair of fine arts; and 
Rosalie Giacalone, work study coor- 
dinator. 

The look of the event was differ- 
ent this year. Giacalone helped out 
with a lot of the details, including 
framing photographs and deciding on 
the placement of artwork. 

“It’s a little bit smaller because 
the construction going on needed 
storage,” she said, adding, “I do like 
the feeling of one big space.” 

It was indeed one big roomy 
space this year. A bit overwhelming 
when you first walked in, but defi- 
nitely exciting to the eye. The mix- 
ture of photography, paintings, draw- 
ings and graphic design were evenly 
distributed on the walls. 

On one wall there were cutouts 
of colored paper pressed and glued 


Dustin Gray photo 


The organizers of the event from left to right: Terry Cargan, Biff 
Ward, Eleanor Day- West, Rosalee Giacalone ( who painted 
piece behind) and Marc Mannheimer. 


against more colored paper in order 
to create a design. These pieces pro- 
duced a part of the show you could 
focus on and interpret for hours. 
Thomas Jackman, a graphic 
design student had his ‘less is more’ 
piece up. It was a series of different 
views of a lion done with colored 
pencils and markers. The bright 
detail of this piece was excellent. The 


New England artist's 
pieces at NECC 


The artwork of 
Barbara Baldwin 
now at NECC 


BYMAKEEBA FRASER ~ - 
Contributing Reporter 


Northern 
Essex recently 
received a: num- 
ber of, donated 
artwork from the 

-_ Barbara Baldwin 
te z Collection at the 
art exhibit held on April 8 in the 
AB Conference room. + 

Barbara Baldwin, an 89 year- 
old New England “artist whose 
clients included people such as 
Barbara Stanwyck, Lucille Ball, 
Robert Taylor, Greer Garson, Bing 
Crosby and former President 
Nixon attended the exhibit, 
though not in good health with a 
few of her friends. 

One of her friends in particu- 
lar, Ellen Whitman, was the one 
who donated the collection to the 
college. One of the paintings 
donated, entitled “Freedom 
Child,” was turned into a stamp, 
and Baldwin was given “The 
Brotherhood of Children Award” 


on March 10, 1947. 

The Award was signed by 
Edna Blue, who was the chairman 
of-the “Foster Parents Plan For 
War Children Inc.” A caption 
under the picture read: Their eyes 
accuse, they pled and they trust 
you all at once. 

Among many other paintings, 
Baldwin also painted a portrait of 
Harold Bentley, the first president 
and founder of NECC. Jean Poth, 
the Vice president of Institutional 
Advancement stated the event 
went well and Baldwin seemed 
pleased as she recollected her art 
work. Baldwin walked around the 
room studying each piece'as she 
recalled when she worked on 
them, giving a ‘little comment 
about each one. 

Baldwin attended many 
schools, such as the Pennsylvania 
Academy, The Beatrice Fenton 
Sculpture School, New York 
National Academy, the John Ettl 
School of Sculpture and many 
others here in the U.S and abroad 
in order to perfect her art. She also 
owned and operated the Baldwin 
Studios in New York City for 
more than 25 years before moving 
back to New England in the 
1960’s. The paintings will be hung 
around the school and also be 
used for fund raising purposes. 


paintings were displayed on the side 
wall as you walked in. 

Jen Houle did a painting of an 
orange tinted forest. It looked like a 
place so different from anywhere 
else. Giacolone’s paintings were 
excellent as well, faces fading into a 
darkened vine-like background. 
Photography had a large part of the 
display. 


Dustin Gray photo 


Jen Houle’s painting tells quite 
a story. 


Students seemed to have a very 
knowledgeable grasp on the subject 
of photography, and the photographs 
were not only professional looking, 
but creative and unique. 

Derek Amengual had a very 
interesting photograph of a forest at 
sunrise. The colors in this piece were 
amazing. The purples, yellows and 
whites looked surreal, almost fake. It 
just created a peaceful enchanting 
feeling. Amengual says he did it 
using a long exposure and spotlights 


Dustin Gray photo 


Derek Amengual stands with 
his piece. 


during the sunrise. 

When I asked him about the 
smaller space, he said, “A lot of stu- 
dents couldn’t have stuff in the show 
due to a lack of space.” 

This is true, the area was cut 
down this year. It was more of one 
big room rather than a maze of art- 
work to slowly study. The organizers 
of the event did do a good job with 
the space they had access to. 


Bands battle on NECC Stage 


By MICHAEL NICKERSON 
Contributing Reporter 


The Music 
Club actually did 
» it. They were able 
to get students to 


come to school 
even when they 
didn’t have to. 


The even stranger fact is they were 
able to do it on a Friday night! 

The first (hopefully now to 
become annual) NECC-fest was a 
smash hit with students as well as the 
bands playing the show. NECC 
associated bands such as Void of 
Awakening (V.O.A.,) Harrvester and 
Indignation together put on one of 
best school related activities I’ve 
seen in my three years at the college. 

One of the highlights of the 
show was NECC student Eric 
Pellegrini’s last show with the band 
Harrvester. Their sound was kind of 
a blending of vintage Metallica 
(“Kill ‘Em All” up to “The Black 
Album”) and the speed metal gods 
Slayer. They even topped of their set 
with a cover of Slayer’s classic 
“Reign in Blood”. It was metal done 
well. 

When asked if he would play 
NECC-fest again Pellegrini enthusi- 
astically replied, “It was killer, the 
kids tore it up. I'd definitely play 
here again.” He sang so well it left 
me wondering why he was leaving. 

Pellegrini doesn’t need to worry 
about his departure from Harrvester . 
His other band Void of Awakening, 


whom opened the show, with their 
signature style of speed metal (a mix 
of Slayer, Eyehategod and even some 
Doom) had no problem waking up 
the timid audience at the start of the 
show. This is mostly due to the duo 
of Pellegrini and Brian Szegedy on 
guitar. Band member AJ Valcourt 
was unable to attend the show for 
unknown reasons, but they seemed to 
make the best of a less than par situ- 
ation. 

The best band of the night 
though was NECC student Jeff 
O’Brien’s band Indignation. There 
set was full of metal classics such as 
“Breaking the Law” by Judas Priest 
and “Hellraiser” by Ozzy Osbourne, 
as well as original tunes such as 
“Destructive Force.” 

Lead singer Justin Sirois could at 
any point of the night before their set 
be observed swigging down a bottle 
of grape flavored Pedialite. I guess if 
it helps you sing better, go for it. 

As for the night as a whole, what 
can | say? I have to tip my hat to the 
Music Club. They did a superb job 
of getting the best bands NECC had 
to offer. During their sets, there was 
more of a communal feeling to 
things. You were there watching 
friends put on a show. 

There were no_ skirmishes 
between bands or bad vibes within 
the audience. This was maybe in part 
to the early departure of the band In 
Remembrance and their core group 
of fans. Their style of music and atti- 
tude towards some people in the 
crowd was just uncalled for. 

Once they left, the bulk of the 


crowd was basically NECC students 
and the members of the other bands 
who actually had the respect to stay 
and watch their fellow musicians 
perform! 

If I had to criticize the show at 
all, it would be for not having all the 
bands have some connections with 
NECC. 

In a post-concert interview, 
Music Club President Patrick 
Keraghan expressed the original idea 
was to have all NECC-associated 
bands play. But three bands just did- 
n’t seem to feel like it would be 
enough. 

When it came to the security at 
the show, inside there was plenty, 
just maybe not enough patrolling 
outside. They let the students enjoy 
themselves. The mosh pit wasn’t bro- 
ken up after five seconds and other 
than a minor incident between to 
groups of kids, which was instigated 
by In Remembrance, the night went 
off without a glitch. 

People policed themselves and 
were there to enjoy a night with 
friends and listen to some screaming 
heavy metal. 

The main purpose of putting on a 
show was to raise revenue for the 
Music Club. All together, $75 went 
back into the club’s account. It does- 
n’t sound like much, but Keraghan 
said, “I was happy we at least broke 
even. . . | was worried at 8 o’clock 
when nobody was here.” 

I know nobody really wants to 
come to school when they don’t have 
to, but it was fun and for a good 
cause. 


ea, 
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The Quigmans By Buddy Hickerson KRT 


GReENING 


You LOOK 
FINE. 
LETS GO. 


THats NoT 
WHAT T 
MEANT. 


DAI PPID BIW AG POOL] Bawride's SoEMiCdg SHIT MOTE TE 


Sa 
Veonche WG 
MY DANCE 
steps, 


HAND OVER YouR VALUVAGLES.. 
OR ITLL FORCE You TO EAT 


Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Hornet's cousin 
5 As a result 
9 Challenge fora 
bowler 
14 Burn ointment 
15 Roll-call response 
16 Outline 
17 Happy song 
18 Anger 
19 Leads the 
nomad's life 
20 Industrialized 
22 In reserve 
23 Five before six 
24 November 
winners 
25 Kent's love 
27 Supplement the 
hard way 
28 Emulating Nero 
32 Going solo 
35 Discovery 
36 Daffy bird? 
37 Left at sea 
38 Carries a tune 


| 


OH, NO! NOT BREAO! ¥ 
TAK@ WHATEVER You want! 


hichersthe 


Asign that carbophobia has 
Spiraled out of control. 


SS) x) 


39 Sigmund's 
— daughter © 2004 Tribune Media Services, Inc 
40 Water pitcher ie 
Alt RIGHT, TEAM... I WANT 41 God of war Oe 
To HEAR IDEAS! Go! Hite ih 
expression 5 Royal chair Solutions 
43 Military runaway 6 Dilapidated cars 
45 Suitable 7 Incite H{S| 
46 Requirement 8 Young plants 13 | 
47 Powerful D.C. 9 Leave high and | H | 
lobby dry 
48 Service charge 10 Fluorocarbon, IN | 
51 Temporary fix e.g. 
54 Nuclear events 11 Fuji flow 
57 Hilo hello 12 Champagne | 
58 Restless desire chiller 
59 Mild expletive 13 Exam [TN | 
60 Opera boxes 21 Be fond of 3 | 
61 Bait 26 Throws in 
62 Overdue 27 Digs in 
63 Secret supply 28 More elegant El 
64 Stretched the 29 Actress Skye 
truth 30 “...but answer a 
65 Checks out came there _” 
31 Snarl and grow! 
DOWN 32 Mimicked 
1 Ralph __ 33 Rob of “West 42 Petty 50 Bob of the PGA 
Emerson Wing” disagreement 51 Sidekicks 
2 Not from this 34 Mispickel and 44 Discuss again 52 Oodles 
world feldspar 45 Bowed 53 Frat getup 
3 Figure out 35 Evacuation 47 Mother-of-peari 55 Ornamental 
4 Sneaky guy's exercise 48 Raid case 


name? 38 Cloy 49 Maternally related 56 Run in neutral 
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A night with a karaoke cult 


A look into what 
really goes on in the 
lives of local 
karaoke superstars 


By LisA CopPoLa 
Arts Editor 


itting 
amongst 
the —clut- 


tered mess of 
overturned beer 
bottles, two-hour 
old mozzarella 
sticks, index 
cards, songbooks 
and countless overflowing ashtrays 
are a group of people who come out 
on Saturday nights to perform 
karaoke. 

When | say “perform,” I mean 
these people come out to entertain to 
the best of their ability. Sure, there 
are those karaoke bars out there 
where there is sure to be a bunch of 
drunken kids singing way out of tune 
and falling all over the stage, basical- 
ly just to ask the next day’s question, 
“Dude, what happened last night?” 

We have all had similar experi- 
ences I’m sure. This particular 
“cult,” as some would say, is differ- 
ent to say the least. Some of these 
people practice their songs all week. 
Some of them have the power to 
make the audience stand up and beg 
for more. Others may not provoke 
the same response, but in this 
“karaoke lifestyle” everyone is treat- 
ed with respect. 

What I have discovered at this 
table is a group of people who lead 
completely different lives but all 
have one thing in common, a shared 
bond in live, amateur entertainment. 
On Saturday nights they make this 
room their own, the dance floor is 
their meeting place and they open 


Its an addiction. When you don’t go for 
awhile, you feel like you’re having 


withdrawals. 


-Jen Debois 


their hearts and lives up to each other 
once a week. 

A loud rambunctious girl sits 
next to me, singing along with her 
mother who is on stage. Jen Debois 
is a twenty-four year-old single 
mother who works as a mechanic 
during the day and transforms into a 
Shery! Crow superstar at night. She 
has been coming here for years now, 
and always gets a million high fives 
as she finishes her duet with the DJ 
of Kid Rock’s song “Picture.” 

“Its an addiction. When you 
don’t go for awhile, you feel like 
you’re having withdrawals,” she 
says. 

She is sitting next to a seventy- 
something couple who the crowd 
likes to call “Trashy Joe and the 
Lovely Dee.” They are the first to 
jump on the dance floor and do-si-do 
each other all night. This cute line- 
dancing couple appear so innocent 
until you hear Joe’s version of 
“Stroke Me” and Dee’s version of 
“When you’re good to mama.” 

The crowd hushes and prepares 
themselves for something a little 
rougher every time Matt Ingham gets 
on stage. He is the singer of the rock 
band, “Levicitus.” Ingham comes 
here to hang out with good friends, 
enjoy the times and to practice dif- 
ferent types of songs on the mike. 

Regina Weldon is a successful 
hairdresser and makeup artist whose 
powerful voice gives way to a 
silence in the audience. She likes to 
sings songs such as “Broken Wing” 
and “This One’s For The Girls” by 
Martina McBride. She performs 
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‘J Love’ is singing with friend Fredrick Debois. 


weekly and at the wildest night of the 
year, the seacoast annual Karaoke 
contest. 

Another contestant in this con- 
test and a member of the clan is is 
Jon K, or as he likes to be called, 
“Kimmy Marie.” His long, wavy- 
locks of hair and his feminine 
demeanor promote a challenge to his 
country music style. But when he 
gets on stage his voice mirrors that of 
singer and songwriter Blake Shelton. 

Some of these people come to 
sing their hearts out,a few come to 
get their drink on and make a memo- 
rable fool out of themselves on stage, 
others just come tohear great talent. 

Most of these people come to see 
and hear the charismatic DJ 
Christopher Michaels. You can spot 
Michaels in a crowd by his t-shirts 
alone. They usually have some 
obscene and hilarious saying on 
them like “I used to be schizo- 
phrenic, but we’re okay now”. He 
has truly developed a following over 
the twelve years he has been 
involved with the karaoke lifestyle. 
He startedout in the biz by doing 
karaoke contests around the seacoast 
area, everywhere from Hampton 
Beach to Amesbury, Mass. 

Everyone who comes to the 
shows knows Michaels on some 
level. 

They not only know him by his 
vibrant personality and ability to get 
the crowd consumed in the night, but 
also by his amazing voice. Michaels 
has been known to put on celebrity 
impersonation shows in the area 
also. 

He takes on the part of Billy Joel 
himself and does an amazing job. 

He currently is in the process of 
making a CD called “Chris Michaels 
Live, Almost Drunk.” The CD 
includes cover songs of performers 
such as Matchbox 20 and Cool 
Change. 

“I also have done many wed- 
dings, with as many as 50 to 1000 
people attending,” he says. 

As for his following of fans he 
says, “They come out a lot,very con- 
sistent crowd.” 

At the end of the night Michaels 
will take the mike and sing. John K 
is making his rounds of goodbyes 
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Regina Weldon and a Sinatra sound-alike have a good time on 


stage. 
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Chris Michaels taking over the microphone. 


and Jen is still on the dance floor, 
talking and dancing with singer 
Matt. Her mother is trying to 
describe her new hair style idea to 
Regina and then they both reach out 


to hug lovely Dee and pat “Trashy 
Joe” on the back. 

“Good job tonight guys,” Regina 
says. 

I say, good job indeed. 


Want to meet these people? 


Christopher Michaels Karaoke 


Monday and Wednesday Nights at “The Lobster Den” 


in Hampton 


Thursday nights at “Halligans” on 125 in Plaistow, NH 


Friday nights at the Methuen Legion 


Saturday nights at “Corner Pocket” on 125 in Plaistow 


Sunday nights at “Bevie B’s” in Salisbury, MA. 


“a 
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Throwback jerseys: A hot new trend 
> 


“A throwback jersey is ajersey of players 


Vintage jerseys of old 
pros hitting the stores 
near you soon 


By DEREK BEDARD 
Columnist 


Wearing 
the jersey of 
your favorite 
athlete has 
always been a 
popular trend. 
However, a 

ridges new trend is 

a being created 

out of it, being the “Throwback 
Jersey” craze. 

What is a throwback jersey? Well 
simply put, a throwback jersey is a 
jersey of players from the past or just 
an old design of a popular team’s jer- 
sey. 

The high-quality jerseys are 
commonly produced by Mitchell and 
Ness, based out of Philadelphia and 
have been making the jerseys from 
their base of operations in downtown 
Philly since 1983. However, some 
jerseys are made by other companies 
as well. But Mitchell & Ness are the 
top company. 

Unlike jerseys made by Nike, 
Adidas and Reebok for current play- 
ers, Mitchell & Ness have to obtain 
individual contracts with the player 
to produce the jerseys. Currently, 
Mitchell & Ness have such players as 
Nolan Ryan, Tom Seaver, Wayne 
Gretzky and John Elway under con- 
tract. But not every player has a con- 


tract with M&N. The two notable 
players are Michael Jordan & OJ 
Simpson, as Jordan has his own deal 
in place with Nike & MJ Sports. Also 
OJ Simpson, well, nobody has both- 
ered to contact OJ about it! 

So if you’re on eBay and you 
think the Michael Jordan 1985 
throwback looks really nice, it is, too 
bad it’s a fake. 

Generally, when you care for 
your jersey, there are special steps 
you must take in order to ensure you 
keep the same high quality that was 
there when you first washed the jer- 
sey. It’s highly important you always 
wash it by itself on machine wash 
cold. Make sure you never 
place your jersey in you're 
dryer, as you are paying 
good money for your jer- 
sey (prices range in the 
$200-$500 range.) 

As mentioned before, 
you need to take a certain 
amount of caution when 
you are going out to pur- 
chase your jersey. Of 
course, eBay is a fine 
place to go. However, as 
always with eBay it’s hit 
or miss. 

If you’re looking to 
get the real deal of course, 
you can buy from M&N 
themselves, but they are a 
little high-priced. So there 
are some alternatives to 
that. For example, the § 
number one seller besides 
M&N is Distant Replays 
out of Atlanta (or online at 
http://www.distantre- 
plays.com.) They offer the 


from the past.” 


—Derek Bedard 


largest selection of M&N Jerseys and 
are fair priced. But be warned, ship- 
ping costs can kill you. So if you 
don’t want to pay those, the closest 


local retailer for M&N Jerseys is 

Manhattan Clothing, located in 

Downtown Crossing in Boston. 
However, it really does not mat- 


ter where you go this summer to grab 
your throwback jersey. 

But you know when you do have 
it, you'll know you paid for the best, 
and you get the best on the market 
when it comes to M&N. However, 
there are other companies who put 
together these jerseys, like Nike, 
Reebok, Adidas and others. The 
quality is just not there like the 
Mitchell & Ness Jerseys. 

Now of course you need to save 
your money, go out and buy one of 
these before the bandwagon passes 
you by and you’re just not cool with 
one on anymore! 


April 26-May 3, 2004 
KRT 


Aries (March 21-April 

2K 20). Plan brief social 
encounters before midweek 

and avoid detailed romantic 
discussions. At present, nostalgic 
reflection and quiet activities will 


bring renewed energy. Friends, 
lovers and close relatives will follow 


your lead. Expect continuing interest 
in lifestyle choices and social habits. 
Later this week, a close friend may 
require complex career or business 
advice. Offer encouragement but 
advocate caution. Long-term debt 
may quickly prove unmanageable. 
Taurus (April 21-May 20). 
Home decisions and family 
re) promises demand clarity. 
Loved ones may ask prob- 
ing questions or address 
changing expectations. No serious or 
long-lasting effects are accented, so 
not to worry. Do, however, avoid 
lengthy financial discussions 
Wednesday through Friday, social 
obligations and public responsibility 
are a source of concern. Before next 
week, expect close relatives or room- 
mates to demand obvious displays of 
loyalty. Don't disappoint. 
Gemini (May 21-June 21) 
Romantic choices, social triangles 
and conflicting schedules 
{| require added diplomacy 
Friends and lovers may be 
mildly possessive of your 
time. Don't be unnerved. A competi- 
tion for your attention should be 
taken as a compliment. After 
Thursday, family relations will inten- 
sify. Watch for home discussions to 


involve complex financial planning 
and revised daily obligations. Take 
time to fully explain your needs. At 
present, loved ones may not appreci- 
ate your limitations. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Over 
the next few days, employment 


schemes may _ trigger 
O intense discussions. Late 
Co Tuesday expect close rela- 
tives and friends to outline 
unusually creative or unrealistic 
career plans. Sensitivity to criticism 
may be high. Gather detailed infor- 
mation before offering an opinion. 
After midweek, love relationships 
are a top priority. For many 
Cancerians several months of 
strained relations will end. Don't 
hold back. Rekindled agreements 
and renewed passion are possible. 
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Old 
romantic memories or distant friends 
are accented over the next 
JS? five days. Many Leos will 
feel drawn toward the com- 
fort of yesterday's relation- 
ships. Take extra time for contempla- 
tion and quiet reflection. Nostalgic 
impressions will soon allow for 
meaningful discussion between 
loved Later this week, co- 
workers or business partners may 
ask for detailed written contracts. 
Financial promises, added duties and 
long-term daily obligations are 
accented 
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). This 


ones 


week is an excellent time to reassure 
loved ones of your continu- 

Il long-term friends or lovers 
may be fearful of change, 


ing devotion. At present, 
abandonment or emotional loss. All 


of this is a quickly passing mood, so 
not to worry. Do, however, offer con- 
crete dates, times or promises. After 
Thursday, watch also for a sudden 
increase in workplace cooperation. 
Yesterday's errors may become obvi- 
ous. Expect colleagues and key offi- 
cials to privately request assistance. 
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Early 
this week, a close relative may out- 
line revised career goals or new 
financial aspirations. 
Thoroughly discuss all 

ideas and small details. 
Although proposals may 

appear scattered or unreliable, fresh 
ambitions will eventually be adopt- 
ed. Expect concrete change before 
June. Thursday through Saturday 
highlights complex social triangles. 
Friends, lovers or co-workers may 
feel mildly threatened by last-minute 


change. Avoid long-term promises, if 


possible. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 
Improved workplace skills or new 
educational programs may soon be 

key influences. In the com- 
I], ing weeks, many Scorpios 

will feel a strong desire to 

search.out new career 
opportunities. Ask mentors and older 
relatives for advice. A seasoned per- 
spective will prove invaluable. After 
midweek, a distant or isolated rela- 
tive may make contact. This is a 
powerful week for renewed home 
agreements and subtle family negoti- 
ations. Remain receptive to all cre- 
ative proposals. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 23-Dec. 21). 

Home celebrations and 
x family events will prove 
rewarding over the next 


22). 


eight days. Early Monday, a previ- 
ously reluctant friend or relative may 
offer unique invitations. Social 
insight and empathy will bring the 
desired results. Remain open to sub- 
tle gestures of affection or small 
apologies. Late Saturday, a brief 
financial restriction may be bother- 
some. Loved ones will expect a dra- 
matic dedication to revised home 
budgets. Renovations and unexpect- 
ed repairs will require patience. 
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 20). 
Financial promises may be briefly 
unreliable. After Tuesday, a close 
friend or family member may outline 
a revised long-term budget, business 
plan or payment schedule. 
Offer creative suggestions 
and encourage — further 
research. Later this week, 
social habits and daily family pat- 
terns are vital to long-term relation- 
ships. Loved ones may ask for added 
commitments, new promises or 
shared home agreements. Be expres- 
sive. Your doubts are valid. 
Aquarius (Jan. 21-Feb. 19). 
Property agreements and short-term 
leases may require detailed 
WN revisions. Although worth- 
WN while, important docu- 
ments may present inaccu- 
rate calculations or definitions. 
Carefully clarify all legal informa- 
tion, numbers or expectations before 
offering a commitment. An honest 
review of the facts will eventually 
prove helpful. After Friday, a new 
social relationship may quickly turn 
romantic. Be prepared for passionate 
flirtations or sudden declarations of 
love. 


(Feb. 
Share private moments with loved 
ones and romantic partners. At pre- 
sent, key relationships may need to 


Pisces 20-March 20). 


move to a more intimate or 
} committed level. Use this 

time to explore changing 

affections or discuss com- 
mon home, social or family goals. 
Thursday through Saturday also 
accent financial decisions and ongo- 
ing debt. Close relatives or romantic 
partners may ask for added time or 
special consideration. Trust your 
instincts. Long-term agreements are 
solid. 

If your birthday is this week ... 
Social politics may become increas- 
ingly demanding over the next 18 
weeks. Friends, lovers and close col- 
leagues will provide vague promises, 
but expect undivided loyalty. Refuse 
to be derailed. This is a strong time 
for building trust between loved 
ones. 

After mid-June, watch also for a 
series of passionate romantic propos- 
als, Short-term travel, revised living 
arrangements or public celebrations 
are accented. Long-term commit- 
ments will be obvious and reliable 
by July 8. Pace yourself and watch 
for subtle changes. September 
through late November also high- 
light complex workplace improve- 
ments. Promotions, career security 
and new job titles may be on the 
agenda. Stay open to fast revisions. 


(c) 2004, Tribune Media 
Services, Inc. Distributed by Knight 
Ridder/Tribune Information 
Services. 
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Poetry, music and most important 
of all... dance is celebrated at NECC 


Even after three 
decades, Northern 
Essex 5 Still Point a 
huge success 


By DusTIN GRAY 
Style Editor 


Imagine 
for a moment 
taking = your 
average com- 
munity college 
gymnasium 
and converting 
it masterfully 
into a scene 
full of brilliant music and exception- 
al dance. Though seemingly impos- 
sible, this is what the dancers here at 
NECC as well as alumni from as far 
back as 27 years ago accomplished 
last Saturday night for the special 
alumni production of Still Point 
XXX. 

The lighting and backgrounds 
for this performance were designed 
in a manor comparable to and possi- 
bly even surpassing that of any other 
production here at Northern Essex. 
With deep purples and warm reds 
illuminating the stage, the mood was 
set for the numbers that were per- 
formed. 

A wide variety of music was 
used to accompany the set, ranging 
from thespian style ballet tunes to 
chart toping hits by Outkast and 
Evanescence. 

The costumes were not unlike 
the ones seen worn by dancers in 
major dance productions nation- 
wide. Perhaps the reason for this is 
that dance instructors from all over 
the Merrimack Valley were involved 
in every aspect of Still Point. 

Instructors like Michelle 
Michitson of the Center for the 
Performing Arts in Methuen, MA 
and Quity Morgan of the Lawrence 


Ballet Academy assisted in every- 
thing from costumes to choreogra- 
phy. 

Several other choreographers 
were involved in the production as 
well, such as Judith Powell, who 
flew in from Nashville Tennessee 
two days before the first production. 
“Three of the five numbers I per- 
formed in I learned in two days”. 
Powell, along with everyone else 
involved in Still Point either attends 
Northern Essex now or graduated 
from NECC in the past. 

Beautiful poetry was recited 
between songs over the loud speak- 
er, like an omnipotent presence that 
explained the relevance of each 
accompanying dance number. 

The poem “Burnt Norton” by 
T.S. Elliott was the inspiration for 
Still Point 30 years ago. It was the 
brainchild of Elaine Mawhinney, 
who started the annual production as 
more of an experiment than any- 
thing. 


song. 


She said, “It started with 12 stu- 
dents... | had no idea it would get 
this big.” 

Mawhinney not only helps with 
set production and choreography but 
also dances in many of the numbers 
performed in Still Point. She attrib- 
utes most of the credit to the per- 
formers though, “We had incredible 
dancers, we really did,” said 
Mawhinney. 

An amazing addition to this 
year’s performance came from 
dancers at the Lawrence Ballet 
Academy. Quity Morgan choreo- 
graphed a number called “Hip Hop 
Mix” performed by their youth 
department. Most of the performers 
on this number were no older than 
16 years old. 

So with over 30 years of dance 
experience under her belt, 
Mawhinney has delivered another 
strong performance of Still Point, 
and will most likely continue to do 
so in the coming years. 


Dustin Gray Photo 
Here we have dancers positioned in perfect unison during the first 
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Nimble toes balance delicately during a ballet number. 


From 


Neither from nor towards; at the still 


"Burnt Norton" 


At the still point of the turning world, 
Neither flesh nor fleshless, 


nt 
ee, 


There the dance is. 
But neither arrest nor movement. 
And do not call it fixity, 


Where past and future are gathered. 


Neither movement from nor towards, 
Neither accent nor decline. 
Except for the point, the still point, 
There would be no dance, 

And there is only dance. 


T.S. Eliot 


This very poem is what inspired Elaine Mawhinney to 
start Still Point 30 years ago. 


Health clubs found to be catering to women 


(KRT) 

Today's hurried woman must 
deal with so many of life's little 
annoyances. The last thing she wants 
is to be gawked at in the gym. 

Not surprisingly, women are 
seeking fitness centers where they 
can work out among their own _ 
where they can bond, sweat and 
grunt without being judged, ogled or 
eyed by men. 

Gyms that cater exclusively to 
female patrons aren't a new concept, 
but these days they are enjoying a 
renaissance. A recent report by the 
Mintel International Group, a 
Chicago-based marketing research 
company, found that clubs are expe- 
riencing a revival not seen since the 
1980s, and women-only establish- 
ments are becoming a "significant 
player." 

These days, gyms are putting a 
new spin on the female-friendly 
workout. Chains like Curves and 
Slender Lady appeal to overextended 
women through 30-minute, machine- 


based workouts and nutrition pro- 
grams. Others, like Every Woman 
Health Club in Redwood City, Calif., 
feature more-traditional offerings 
and emphasize overall health rather 
than weight loss. Joiners tend to be 
older women or working moms. 

But all embrace a similar philos- 
ophy: offering women a place where 
they feel comfortable, where they 
can work out without being checked 
out, and where the emphasis isn't on 
being Cindy Crawford but rather on 
being themselves. 

“The difference with us is that 
we don't look to change you," says 
Stephanie Dressing, president of 
Every Woman Health Club, which 
recently celebrated its six-month 
anniversary. “There are no scales or 
tape measures here. We look at 
movement as a part of a healthy 
lifestyle.” 

That attitude permeates the club, 
where Dressing has hung what she 
calls the ~‘anti-Barbie" poster: 
“There are 3 billion women who 
don't look like super models and only 


eight who do." 

Sharon Kipp, 31, floated around 
different gyms after her previous all- 
women's club closed down a few 
years ago, but nothing appealed to 
her. None had the right feel until she 


found Every Woman. 

“Some of the other places, it's 
like if you don't have that Barbie 
look, some people look at you like 
‘What are you doing here?' " Kipp 
says. 

Texas-based 


Curves, which 


began franchising in 1995 and has 
more than 5,000 locations nation- 
wide, is among the fastest growing of 
the female-focused clubs. The idea is 
to provide a quick workout in a casu- 
al, supportive environment. The cen- 
ters contain no frills: There are 
no showers or locker rooms, just 
a few simple dressing stalls and 
a wall of cubbies where purses 
and briefcases can be stored. 
Recently at a Curves in San 
Jose, Calif., about a half-dozen 
women arrived for their lunch- 
hour workout. The equipment is 
arranged in a circle. Each 
hydraulic-resistance machine 
works out a specific muscle 
group, alternating between 
upper and lower body. Club 
manager Tina Vigil says Curves 
uses hydraulic machines rather than 
ones with weight stacks because this 
offers a workout that builds muscle, 
rather than bulk. Some experts may 
dispute this approach, though, saying 
the type of machine makes no differ- 
ence _ that repetitions and the weight 


amount are what create muscle mass. 

It's a regimented session: Clients 
work on each piece of equipment for 
30 seconds, take a 30-second cardio 
break, where they bounce or jog ona 
mini-step, then move to the next sta- 
tion. A recording tells them when to 
move, as well as when to take a break 
to measure their heart rate. After 2 { 
rounds, they've completed their 30 
minutes. They cool down with some 
stretches and then they're out the 
door. 

“We try to make working out 
fun," Vigil said. Mondays, for exam- 
ple, are Trivial Pursuit days: An 
instructor will shout out trivia ques- 
tions and participants win raffle tick- 
ets for every correct answer. 

Jody Bell, 54, says she always 
felt a bit inhibited when she worked 
out at her previous coed gym. Now, 
as a member of Curves _ which, by 
the way, men aren't prohibited from 


joining _ she feels free to be herself. 
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Sports 


Knights continue climb to the top 


Team coming together 
down the stretch 


By JASON JOAQUIN 
Sports Editor 


The Knights have continued 
their all around improvement and 
have found themselves in first place 
in their division. 

Along with the stellar pitching, 
things have picked up quite a bit 
offensively. 

"We're seeing some better hitting 
which is always important," said 
Asst. Coach Ray McDonald. "When 
you come down to tournament time, 
you're going to be facing good pitch- 
ing. You've got to come to the plate 
ready to hit." 

They did however experience a 
dip in offensive support when they 
played at Roxbury. Following a 15-0 
loss, the team came home and got 
back to basics. 

"We got embarrassed," said 
Head Coach Kerry Quinlan. "It was 
a tough place to play. We got back 
here, they paid the price, we prac- 
ticed." 

The team faced Roxbury again at 
home the following day, and it was a 
whole different ballgame. 

"You can see a difference in the 


team, they came out ready to play. It 
was a great game,” said McDonald. 
"That game against Roxbury was 
probably one of the best games I've 
seen since I've been coaching col- 
lege baseball. Well played on both 
sides." 

Quinlan felt the same way call- 
ing it an intense game throughout. 

NECC took the second game 
against Roxbury, 6-5 thanks in large 
part to timely pitching by Tom 
Lorette. 

If they can put together a few 
more wins in the season's final 
games, there's a good chance the 
Knights will lock up a spot in the 
Regional Tournament. 

"I would expect that there's a 
good chance that we get a regional 
birth," said McDonald. "It's just a 
matter of putting together a couple 
of good games. Nobody's hot on our 
heels, although plenty of teams have 
games left to play. We'll see what 
happens." 

McDonald said he believes the 
program is on track to exceed where 
they were last year. But he's not 
looking too far ahead. 

"You never can tell in a one 
game elimination or two game elim- 
ination if you're actually going to be 
the team that comes home with the 
trophy," he said. "A lot of things can 
happen." 


In terms of what they've accom- 
plished, both coaches are pleased 
and feel that the team is coming 
together really well. 

The team is still being forced to 
play at Whittier Tech due to wet field 
conditions from recent weather. 
Kerry Quinlan gives Whittier's 
Athletic Director Kevin Bradley a 
lot of credit for everything they have 
done to for the team. 

"They give us a good hand over 
there and do anything to accommo- 
date us," he said. 

Playing at Whittier might mean 
fewer students are attending the 
games, but it has no effect on scouts. 

"While they're here seeing kids 
throw, they also get to see (everyone 
else)," said McDonald. 

As a bonus to seeing him pitch, 
scouts got to see Adam Del Rio hit 
one out of Whittier to straight away 
center field. Centerfield at Whittier 
with the newly installed fence is 417 
feet. 

Quinlan said they are getting 
used to the field at Whittier and like 
playing there. But they would be 
seen by more here at NECC. 

"They would much rather be on 
this field," said Quinlan. "They 
played in the fall here, and we beat 
everyone we played on this field." 


Three no-hitters 


Continued from page 1 


the coverage this gets will be a 
big plus for NECC in terms of 
recruiting. 

"They're not coming by acci- 
dent now," Quinlan said of scouts. 

Although the pitching was dom- 
inant, a big part of the success goes 
to the defense. 

"Defense played great, we made 
some unbelievable plays," said 
McDonald. "We turned a number of 
double plays to get out of some tight 
spots. Really outstanding defensive 
play all the way around.” 

McDonald recalled plays by 
Francisco Baez and Brian Murphy. 
Both made diving stabs on line dri- 


Name. He 


R.Mooradian 42/3 0 
R.Hendgen 21/3 0 O 
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M. Maguire 7 
T.Lorette 97 
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ves that were labeled for a gap. 

If three in a row wasn't impres- 
sive enough, Adam Del Rio was two 
outs away from a fourth in a row. 

"I don't remember it ever hap- 
pening before," said McDonald. 
"Maybe one pitcher (throwing sev- 
eral in a season), but not four differ- 
ent pitchers going back to back to 
back like that." 

Battery mates for the three 
games were Shane Parker, Ryan 
Ricci and Ryan Corson. 

Research is still being done by 
the NJCAA and athletic department 
to determine if anything like this 
has been accomplished at the col- 
lege ranks. 

"This wasn't a goal," said 
McDonald. "It was a bonus." 


Bruins collapse is a disappointment 


The Bruins sqaundered a 3-1 series lead for 
their third straight first round elimination 


Game sevens just do not go this 
cities’ way. In the case of the Red 
Sox, we were happy there was a 
game seven. With the Bruins, it 
should not have gone past six. A 
three to one series lead gone. 

This is a hard pill to swallow. 
I've been hyping the Bruins since | 
took over as Sports Editor for Jared 
Pendak. He even wrote how the 
Bruins lack of attention in Boston 
was frustrating. | wrote how | had 
hoped more of you would go to 
games. | myself went to several. 
And they were finally getting the 
attention. This city was pumped. 
Trades were made. Games were sell- 
ing out. And | wrote more and more 
about the excitement. 

And with three straight losses, it 
seems the Bruins undid all the good 
of the past few months. 

Bowing out in the first round last 
year was understandable. Let's face 
it, that team was terrible the second 
half of the year, and they were in 
way over their heads going against 
the eventual Stanley Cup Champion, 
New Jersey Devils. 

The year before however was 
not. Eighth-seeded Montreal han- 
dled them in the first round in six 
games. But that didn't even drive 
fans away. 

What did it was last year's sec- 
ond-half collapse. What undid it was 
this season's second- half resur- 
gence. 

And what redid it was this 
abysmal collapse in yet another first 
round. It was an absolutely flat effort 


defensively and offensively for the 
most part. Andrew Raycroft did all 
he could. But with next to no help 
defensively, even the greatest won't 
win. 

Fans fumed last fall as Red Sox 
players didn't produce-mainly 
Nomar Garciaparra. With almost as 
flat as an effort was Joe Thornton 
Not to mention "defensive savior" 
Sergei Gonchar, who couldn't keep 
the puck in the offensive end to save 
his life. 

But I guess we should cut Joe a 
little slack. The nature of his injury 
was torn cartilage in his ribcage, 
revealing after they were eliminated. 
An injury that head coach Mike 
Sullivan says has a six week recov- 
ery period. Would the team have 
faired better if Joe had taken a seat? 
He didn't exactly help much with no 
points and a minus six. 

Watching them win in double 
overtime in game four was great. 
Seeing Alexi Kovalev try to draw a 
penalty, skate into Sheldon Souray 
and enable Glen Murray to skate in 
and snap one by Jose Theodore 
seemed to be the clincher. 

Newspapers, television, and 
other mediums signified the end of 
the Canadiens, and the Bruins would 
finally advance to the second round 
once again. But a two game lead 
meant nothing. 

Now I know how Oakland 
Athletic fans felt after the ALDS. 

All those fans who remained 
skeptical after last season started 
returning to the FleetCenter. Now, 
who knows what attendance will be 
like next year. On top of the Bruins’ 
woes, the NHL may strike. The 
result will be an even bigger hit in 
attendance than the organization is 


probably expecting right about now. 

Owner Jeremy Jacobs promised 
fans ticket prices will not go up. 
Well, he may want to think about 
lowering the prices, because the dis- 
appointment fans are feeling may 
persuade them to save the money. At 
least until we see the second round. 

Were there some positives in this 
series? Yes, it will take awhile to 
realize it, but there were. Andrew 
Raycroft was phenomenal and kept 
the Bruins either on top or within 
striking distance. 

Sergei Samsonov, Michael 
Nylander and Patrice Bergeron all 


There were also times when the 
Bruins failed to clear the puck out of 
their end numerous times in one shift 
that led to goals scored. 

There were oddman rushes right 
after a Bruins scoring opportunity 
where they couldn't get back in time 
to cover. And there were countless 
times where they _ pointlessly-iced 
the puck, clearing it in a mere stride 
away from the redline. 

Losing Ted Donato with a bro- 
ken foot in game two was something 
the Bruins could have done without 
as well. 

Some of the blame could be 


————___ ¢-o—_—_——-— 


The Sox getting as far as they did gave 
us something to build on. Maybe if the 
Bruins advance one, just ONE round, 
fans would have the same mindset. 


play exceptionally well and pretty 
much provided all the offense the 
Bruins had. But will this be enough 
to bring 17,565 to the Fleet next sea- 
son? Probably not. 

Many of Montreal's goals were 
fluky. They got the lucky bounce 
time and time again. And it was get- 
ting frustrating to watch it all. They 
got a missed offsides call in game 6 
that they capitalized and scored on. 
Same game, the linesman jumps up 
on the boards and takes Thornton's 
stick with him. Saku Koivu skates 
right in and scores with the stickless 
Thornton right behind. 

A heavy amount of blame needs 
to go on the defense. A large number 
of goals were on defensive break- 
downs. There were several instances 
where a man was left alone, with 
clear passing and shooting lanes. 


given to the officials. But I'm not 
pegging this on them. But in game 
seven, there were several none calls 
throughout the game. More so in the 
third period. But if you're going to 
call Martin LaPointe for boarding 
with less than four minutes left, you 
better make sure the guy he boarded 
isn't getting up. Call it even. If you 
appear to have put the whistle away, 
keep it put away. It becomes mis- 
leading to the players on what will 
be tolerated and what won't. You set 
the precedent, stick with it. 


But with all the blame being 
dealt, you have to put some on the 
Canadiens. They didn't quit. Three 
times they faced elimination and 
three times they prevailed. 

Jose Theodore was spectacular 
in net towards the end. Alexi 
Kovalev was brilliant offensively. 
But Hal Gil shouldn't of let him 
skate around the net like that in 
game seven. With that, it seems the 
Bruins were one bonehead Kovalev 
play from losing four straight. The 
fact they were 30 seconds from it is 
a sure thing. 

So once again, the Bruins can hit 
the golf course before eight other 
teams. A trend three years running. 
And this third year may have put 
fans over the top. 

Now more than ever, fans are 
longing for the days of Ray 
Bourque, Adam Oates and Cam 
Neely. Or maybe Bill Guerin and 
Jason Allison. 

Not that we are fair-weather 
fans, but after this much bad weath- 
er you can only expect so much. 

They are not the Red Sox. They 
have to know fans will not spend all 
that money if they know they will be 
disappointed. 

I'll be back, but I can't speak for 
everyone. The Sox getting as far as 
they did gave us something to build 
on. Maybe if the Bruins advanced 
one, just ONE round, fans would 
have the same mindset. 

Instead, there's five months to 
dwell on it. Maybe even longer if 


this strike happens. 
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It’s not too difficult to say 
who the Patriot’s best draft pick 
was. He was taken in the first 


round and is 344 pounds. 
That’s right, it is Miami 
defensive tackle/nose guard 


Vince Wilfork, who the Pats took 
with the 21 pick overall. 

The Super Bowl champions 
(man that is still great to say) had 
one major hole to fill and that was 
nose guard. The Pats let massive 
370 + pound tackle Ted 
Washington, who anchored the 
D-line during the championship 
run go to Oakland. 

They did sign Keith Traylor, 
who was with the Chicago Bears. 
But he is a big step down from 
Washington and he is very injury- 
prone. 

Since the Patriots are one of 
only two teams who run a 3-4 
defense, and the Raiders being 
the other. The Pats have more of a 
need for strong nose tackle than 
most others. 

In a 3-4 scheme, the nose 
must be able to take on at least 
two blockers each play to keep 
them off of the linebackers. They 
should be able to make a nice pile 
of the line to stop running plays. 

So in steps the bulky Wilfork, 
who will likely back up Traylor 
this year before stepping in at the 
full-time tackle next year. 

Wilfork was dominant in col- 
lege at Miami, recording 184 
tackles and 14 sacks in his four 
years for the ‘Canes. 

If Wilfork does fill his poten- 
tial, he could be the center of a 
defensive like that will be domi- 
nate for years. He will be joining 
defensive end Richard Seymour, 
who is commonly considered the 
best defensive lineman in football 
and second-year end Ty Warren. 
He will also be joined by young 
Jarvis Green, fan favorite Dan 
Klecko and free agent signing 
Rodney Bailey. It’s a crowded 
line, but it’s damn strong. 


Who was the best draft pick 
for the Patriots? 


ByJASON JOAQUIN 
Sports Editor 


No doubt Vince Wilfork is going 
to be huge for this team-both literal- 
ly and figuratively. The other big 
pick up could potentially be 
Benjamin Wilson. 

Wilson, a tight end from Georgia 
was that Pats’ second pick in the first 
round , going 32 overall. 

Watson can run the 40 in 4.4 sec- 
onds, which is a decent speed for a 
tight end. The 6-3 253 pounder has 
a good burst off of the line. 

He was one of the premier tight 
ends in this year’s draft. His 40-yard 
speed was ranked as the highest 
among college level tight ends. 

Watson started his career out at 
Duke University in 1999. He caught 
eight passes for 99 yards and a 
touchdown. He transferred to 
Georgia and sat out his sophmore 
year due to NCAA transfer rules. 

In 37 games at Georgia he had 
95 receptions for 852 yards and six 
touchdowns. 

Some might have wondered 
what the Patriots would need with 
another tight end. 

Christian Fauria will most likely 
remain the main man, but Watson 
may become Daniel Graham’s 
replacement down the road. 

I’m not saying they will dump 
Graham, but unless Graham can 
improve his pass catching ability, 


another pair of hands is needed offof 


the line. 

Watson is the same size as 
Graham and if he is able to block as 
well, he may take over his job soon- 
er than later. 

From the backfield to the defen- 
sive line, the few weaknesses this 
team had have been sured up. 

One more thing they need to 
shore up is their offensive line. With 
the loss of Damien Woody and Mike 
Compton, the Pats will most likely 
be looking for either a trade or a free 
agent pickup. 

(NFLDraftScout.com informa- 
tion was used in this story.) 


fee Sports| 


Trivia | 


Question: When is the last 
time the Red Sox swept the 
Yankees at Yankee 


Stadium? 


Last Week’s Answer: The 
Bruins last advanced to the 
second round in 1998-1999 
and lost to Buffalo. 


One true American hero 


NFL safety and Army 
Ranger Pat Tillman 
killed in battle 


On the eve of the NFL draft, 
football suddenly didn’t seems quite 
as important as the NFL faced one of 
the worst tragedies in the history of 
sports, losing one of their own in 
Afghanistan. 

It is common to read the phrase 
“In the greedy world of sports, it’s 
good to see someone who shows 
good values,” but that is often writ- 
ten about some player who was good 
to the media. 

However, even the greatest of 
writers couldn’t find the words to 
describe Pat Tillman and the sacrifice 
he gave for his country. 

Just three short years ago 
Tillman, 27, was an up-and-coming 
NFL safety just getting to the prime 
of his career. He was heading 
towards a big payday, as the Arizona 
Cardinals had just offered him a 
three-year deal worth $3.6 million. 

But once the events of 
September 11, 2001 occurred, foot- 
ball suddenly wasn’t important to 
Tillman anymore and he enlisted in 
the U.S. Army. 

Unlike many professional ath- 
letes, he did not take this as an oppor- 
tunity to make himself a hero or the 
face of the Army. He went as far as to 
decline all interview requests once he 
enlisted in the army. According to 
ESPN.com, he even requested no 
special treatment by the military. So 
there was no Elvis Presley-type mili- 
tary term. 


Canada. 


Tillman successfully accom- 
plished his goal to become an Army 
Ranger, and he and his brother 
Kevin, a former minor league base- 
ball player, were assigned to the 75th 
Regiment Ranger Battalion and were 
sent into combat in Afghanistan 
some time in 2003. 

According to ABCNEWS, late 
Thursday night Tillman was killed by 
enemy fire when his platoon was 
ambushed. He was the only U.S. 
solider killed along with one enemy 
solider. 


This is a tragic end to the story of 


a true American hero. 

Tillman had achieved what is 
commonly referred to as “the 
American Dream.” He was a famous 
and highly respected NFL football 
player who had turned down the con- 
tract from the Cardinals and before 
that had turned down a five-year $9 
million contract from the St. Louis 
Rams. He had just gotten married 
and enlisted soon after returning 
from his honeymoon. 

The 5-11, 200-pound Tillman 
was named Pac-10 defensive player 
of the year in 1997 while playing for 
Arizona State and was drafted by the 
Cardinals the year after. He also car- 
ried a 3.84 G.P.A in college. 

In 2000, he set a Cardinal’s sin- 
gle season record of 224 tackles. 

So imagine this if you would. 
You work your entire life to accom- 
plish a goal and once you meet it, 
you feel it is your duty to go to a for- 
eign land and fight a war which does- 
n’t seem to have a clear purpose. 

This isn’t an anti-war column, 
but the U.S. is not at war right now. 
Why is Pat Tillman dead? Why are 
thousands of other young men and 
women who have other goals dead? 
And why won’t President Bush 
explain why we are at war? 


Boston Sports Update 


Red Sox:The Sox have opened up the season series with the Yankees, 
taking 6 out of 7, including a three game sweep in the Bronx this past 
weekend. They held a game and a half lead over the Baltimore Orioles as 
of April 26. The last time the Sox opened up 6-1 against the Yanks was in 
1913. They went on to win the World Series that year. : 


Patriots: Thé Pats traded a second round draft pick to the Cincinatti 
Bengals for RB Corey Dillon. They also signed CB Jeff Burris, also of the 
Bengals. The NFL Draft was held this weekend. Here's what the Pats did 2 
1st round, 21st overall: Vince Wilfork, DT, Miami (FLA.) 
1st round, 32nd overall: Benjamin Watson, TE, Georgia 
2nd round, 63rd overall: Marquiese Hill, DE, LSU 
3rd round, 95th overall: Guss Scott, S, Florida 

4th round, 113th overall: Dexter Reid, S, North Carolina 
Ath round, 128th overall: Cedric Cobbs, RB, Arkansas 
5th round, 164th overall: P.K. Sam, WR, Florida State 
7th round, 233rd overall: Christian Morton, CB, Illinois 


Bruins: Andrew Raycroft was nominated for the Calder Trophy for rookie 
of the year. Since they were eliminated from contention, six Bruins are tak- 
ing part in the International Hockey World Championships. Hal Gil and 
Andy Hilbert will represent the US, P.J. Axelson. Michael Nylander will 
skate for Sweden and Glen Murray and Patrice Bergeron for ean ee 


Celtics: The Celts were swept out of the playoffs by the Indiana Pacers on 
Sun. The Celts lost all four games by an average of 15.5 points a game. 


Pat Tillman died because he saw 
the country he loved going to war 
and he had to help. But why won’t 
Bush be a man and tell his country 
why these men are dying. “The 
enemy” killed Pat Tillman. But if the 
U.S. isn’t at war, then why do we 
have enemies? 

It is not uncommon to see the 
famous enter the war. During World 
War II, such greats as Ted Williams 
and Yogi Berra entered the war, but 
they were drafted. Williams even 
fought his draft. Muhammad Ali was 
drafted into Vietnam and went to jail 
before fighting. 

Does this make Tillman a better 
man than Ali? No, but maybe a better 
American. 

This also puts the trivial greed of 
the NFL and other professional 
sports into focus. 

This past week, Ole Miss quar- 
terback Eli Manning, brother of 2003 
NFL co-MVP Payton Manning, said 
he would sit out the 2004 season if he 
were drafted by the San Diego 
Chargers. He stated he would give up 
playing in the NFL for a season 
because he didn’t want to play for a 
bad team. 

But wouldn’t Pat Tillman wish to 
play the game he loved one more 
time, one more play. But he’s dead 
because he felt his country was more 
important. 

Now, this is also not a “Join the 
Army” column, because I have no 
plans of doing so. But I do have an 
amazing respect for Pat Tillman. He 
gave his life and career for his coun- 
try. 

He is a true American Hero. 


(ESPN.com information was 


used in this story.) 
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Dustin Gray photo 


Some of the dancers move fluently in front of red lights, forming a silhouette effect making the dancers look like paintings. 


Dustin Gray photo 


The light makes the dancer look like she is made of gold as she flies across the stage 
during the performance. 


Dustin Gray photo 


The amazing quick feet of the dancers is shown as they look almost like a 
biur to the audience. 


